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Made uſe of 


To Countenance and P. 


Together with the =. 


, V herein is made appear, that *tis 
vidence,bur Sincerity that makes} 
\the Authoz of the Wyſtery of Þ 


wi” 


o 
TIODE 


Pſal. 14. 1. The Fool hath” Jandl 3 


IPs 


fore it ; this Monſter is now grovs ja 


Ly : $9; bat "tis now WY 
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The PREFACE. 


F any oO defirous to know the occaſion FX 2 SY 
"the Letters, he need only look abroady 
and may ſoon ſee that there is but too 
much occaſion for them: For Atheiſm is OY 

fo ſtrangely encreas'd amony as of late Years, by. 

and grown to that heighth, that like « torrent - = 

it overflows the Banks and Boundaries of Laws, "3 

and hath almoſt carried away all Religion be= * 

fore it : So that "tis high time to uſe our 4 

[png 4 to fem this Tide, and if © 


4 fop to this overflow over flowing of Ugly 2 


It bath kv 4 matter botly diſputed in fore 5: 
mer times, whether there ever was, or could be- 


2, 


| ſuch an Anomalous Creature as «ti Mtiſt,_ ©: 


or if any Age bad here and there "one," > 2 
be was raped] « Monfter or Prodigy, and 2498 ow. So 
apon as « Wonderful Rarity : But our Ago 
hath put this matter out of Queſtion and 'Þ fy _ oe” 
haps afforded more than any that hath" SO idd. 


IRS: 26 
and may every every dsy and almoſt Ks A 
ſren, Atheiſm in old timer was Aa left," > 
not to venture abroad without « Mihai WE EE 


e227 INI 


# "The FRE E. F- A c E. 
I p all Mauſhing and ſhame ; and mhere as the 
EF . m_ David's om only ſaid in his eart, 
F.  #nours by ſptaks out and ſays with his Torgae, 
| there is n0 God. 


5 
A «:. Tea, "the ys hy is the m I "of an : 
7 ſth of all  inpafers aff rhe puts 4 a cheep 


- the Consfort any ri, he mi mw - 
Z-+. ſo loveh. a Being, De binſef, ta all | 
 : that Miſery and Panil ent, that may be fear- | 
& -ed i from. an incenſed Deity; - 

Jet 4s. filly as this is, he is. not only 


milling #0 be thus groſsly deceiv/d hin elf, but 

_ 85-very buſie $0.draw in and deceive athers, and 

 . to make Proſehtes to fach 4 6 ſenſe cheſs and fatal 

REN nary 3 :: by which-oweans the rnfeition of this. 
< tht fre Foe dajly, and and the _ fs "ou 
bop wig ; 


erg wan emic, al 


EE wo Ak. 
M5 Cs S324 
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The PREFACE ©? 

. Now this Myſtery of Iniquity wanting [a 
Pronghy in oar days,and this Spiritual wicked- 
ae, | neſsbeing again ſeated in high places, *:#/ 
be requiſite (if it may be) both to detect and des 


Pam throne it, Tis indeed a matter Worthy the in- 
ader 'quiry of the beſt and wiſeſt Men, to ſearch into * 
vile the bottom of this Evil, that by knowing the 


"Þ9: Cauſe, they may the better apply timely Reme- 
#/on dies for the Care of it, before the diftenipes 


vent grow imveterate and incurable ; for tho? all fin 
ront zn gener al, yet an Atheiſtical Contempt of God, 
0 4- axd boldneſs in ſinning do more particularly uns 
ade dermine the Peace and Proſperity of 4 Nation, 


Re- «nd more than ordinarily haftet and ripen it 
wof | for deſtrudtion. | 


ind Now tho" there may be ſonie latent Cadſes: EZ 2 
' 4- of Atheiſm,that lye more hidden and ont of fight; + 
end yet there are others that are more vn fa 

Pom apparently lead to this great Evil: The loofen-" 7 
all ing the Principles of Religion and Governnmand > 
08 hath certainly a great hand in it ; the dl "= 


all ing the Tyes of Faftice and Hoeſty dors not'a bs | 

ar - little ctontrabute towards __ the breaking rhe ©} 
Bonds of Unity and Peace have aj vaſt and mas 

uy fural tendency to it : bow much the wnnnodeſty 


wt and immorality of the Stage hath tonded this 
nd way, hath been lately ſhew'il by an excellens Pep ; 
al os miſchief hath proceeded mu thit othey 
es. Stage, I mean the Conventicle, ſail experience 


Hl f may inform aus; and how much Ron hath 
"oo faſfered by a new Set of Reformer s, who are for 
% Fn. Reforming 


The PREFACE | 
eformeigeg all feats 4 2ainf 

F'; ant this,” as all other Myſteries, hath foe 
depths and intrigues, which maſt be ſearcht into 


EE: ._ .- Twas Wa that in the latter days, ſome 
4 ſhoald put on a Form of Godlineſs, without 
i the Power of it; and /iktewiſe that there 

ſhould ariſe Scoffers, walking after their 

own Luſts : Both theſe Prophecies we may ſee 
eccompliſhd in our days, in which we find ſome 
atting veryvile things under a Cloak of Religs- 


V breaking thir jeſts upon God and Religion, and 
1 *Ruaking: g'the moſt Sacred and Serious things the 
their Contempt and Raillery; And both 

xy different mſy : at Laſt ite 

pep nes: Fa ich many are 
«pt from 24 75k return, 

42 pris is: the Completion of 

edneſs ; in which they all center 


oth death, and finks Mep into e- 
ition.This then being an Evil/a 
a £0-the. welfare of Mankind, 4s well as 
Honour of our Maker, twill be neceſſary 


bt Fi þ wheres by which it is diiſex 
"ey; . that we. bebold thi 
Aus 
5 


F = $ A 
aſe "TR 


- 


- .+ » endlaidopen, before the evil can be prevented. © 


08; andothers throwing off all pretenſions ho; it, 


e ;ſo that this fin when it is finiſhs | 
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E F the Athei Its eating of the awe and 

[n ſenſe os a4 x te beifer. fo enjoy and 

e | © andalge his Laſts... " Page L 

AP os 2. ; 

- | Of his ſolving the Phanomena fo the Warld ZH 4 
” without « Deity. © P- ru Fe. w. 


l Letter 3. 
Of his endeavoaring to ſtifle the Conviiens. 
. 


and Notices that Conſeieme gives of « Dei- « 
Y 4 ; By I 
e | Letter Wy 
Of his aſcribing the Notion of «God, tos 


E of Belief ns fond Credality. 

: 'D be reſo LANE. &: phe 

E ng i into renceples 

£ *f adices of Education... __ 

Ne BP Loy '6. 

f his attr #0 car or 4 

5 _ of ſome _— aa F: 

4 TEE: 

| His eſcribing it to State- Poli. 

7 , it to Common Comp, Þ > 
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Letter 11. 
advantage from the Diſpates 
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: Of bis t 


and Differences On Religion. Pp. 86 
WER. T8455. 48S 
| - iv wh waking uſe of 9/0 Flypocriſie of Predendeys 
8 + Foraf off all 4". 9m 
3 IJ. 
of Scoffing « at Yemen Þ: 99 
Letter 14. 
Hh charging Religion with a Fooliſh Borgain 


The-Clſe, containing ſome Direttjons forthe 
> Atheifms. B20 


4 
# & 


Compl 


vit hath. fo' mlign Te © 
only on the prinecs tun.w 


cur! Wow F %*- 


rye 


it is to check and controul them 
bk re Religion is not ſtrong't 
TE Weys Euſts, there 

j omonglion £ ſubdue 
are 


Ghoretatenpollehonof - 
d prevail d over the; Aﬀetti- 


DO! Urawithe Mindover: 'to 


that we may the bs dette r ſte the malig 


| Jane) 5 abis nb 0 dutcien bl ao iO 
inayiſombr: For,whilit men retain any 
| love to Virtue, and keep the gnaftery 


| when they ſtrike off from the love and 
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over: their Laſts and vile Aﬀecti 
ons, ſo long they retain their Religi- 
on,;and keep-up a-due ſenſe and ve- 
neration of.the Divine Majeſty ! but 


prafQico of 'Virtuc, and ler: looſe rhe 
[reins - 20: - their vitious +. Jnclinations, 
they naturally cun-into Irceligion/ and 
| Atheiſm; for: Virtue and Goodneſs being 
the only- Curb-to reſtrain this:Extrave- 
ance, »when that is gone, -they have 
[nothing keft.co ſtop theavin this Quote, 
jd ioure hurried on eadlong; 
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the Choweoffach Par Parſons? 
the proifligace a hane,: he tas 

| nad away the ſenſe of a'Deiry;, .thar 

fly xoir: for ſhelter :i\ando, givertheic "IF 

luſts rhe:freer: ſcope, make-their laſt +. Þ 

relied At... Yea, " ;heſ rooimuttiin; + 2 
x. great meaſure in-cga;ahemſelves; - 2» 

ci vn ſemana caniſo-far degerieratsy and - 2M 
"og ner. tarn OO, elves wy BE... 

hat: influence: [harty che looſes | 

B22. is 


CRF on 
neſs and debauchery of mes lives uf 
on the producing "f Atheiſm? Why, ſo jo 
Greatevery way. | As,. whit 

Firft, Mens wicked lives nike iſe, 1 
their Intereſt that there ſhould | be ndfron 
God; and this'gives a Biaſs-to the mine hope 
that trongly draws it'into Atheiſm | whe 
All fin and wickedneſs being repugnan broy 
ro the-Purity' and Perfe@ion of a Su only 
| premeBeing,and contrary to the expre on 
| Declarations of his Will, muſt neceſſa 
«xily! incut- his diſpleaſure : And tho' In have 
finite Goagdneſs may warn Sinners 'of Of a 
- the danger; yet Infinite Juſtice cannof Aga! 
_ ſuffer the will Violations of his Auf _- 24 

. thority.and.:Laws 'to: iſh*d| it th! 
"Now, reſolute.and te Sinnery God, 

: niet: fopdaveed Dart wiſh 
| ed uch q Being, and thereby rendreſ 2n0t 

themſelves 'obnoxious:to his juſt Indig] £Y- + 

- Nation and: Vengeance, haveall the req For,! 

jo the-world to dread him; 'and, | need 

- they-can, to fly from him ; from whod 1t <a 

. they can have no other. thai feart| wigh 

:ExpeRtations of Wrath, andtho'Rex o« The 
© pJation of Righteous Jt ent :*; 4 

"oi thus made him EY YA 
7" Rs Ion (you v know) mig ST 


= * FG £8 


(sY) 

fluence. on mens ,Inclinations ; and- as 
 uþſLlicy cafily believe what makes for them, 
Vhy,[{o.they are hardly petſwaded to that 
--,- {which makes: againſt them : Hence we 
ke- it} ſee, that Good men eaſily believe a God, - 
e ndffrom whom they have. well-grounded 
mind hopesof Happineſs anda future Reward: 
iſm | whereas wicked. men are very hardly ; 
rnand brought to it, becauſe they have reaſon 

Su] only to fear him, and can look for no- 
prefi thing bur eternal miſery and deſtruQi- 
ceſſa&0n from him: And if at any time they 
o Inj haveany Faith in him, cis bn like that 
rs 'of of the Devils, to believe and tremble. 


, 211'Þ 
 Aul - 24, Mens wicked lives having made. 
ſh*d| it their Intereſt that there ſhould be no 
nerd God, their next ſtep is to make it their 
ond Wilh that there were none. This is: 
dre} another piece of this Myftery of Iniqui- 
dig] tys: and a farther advance to Atheiſm : 
e reg For,the belief of an Incens'd Deity, muſt; 
d,{ needs fit very yneaſfie upon the mind ; 
'hod it-cannot but fret and gall, and filtir 


5 
».%; 


arfd with contiqual hgrrour and perplexity : 
ud The Senſe of this ſerves to Rs 


And the Pleaſures of Sin, to put a check up- 


wi. $6 mens. V ices, and will not ſufferthem 
-rhþ-- 449107 cheir Luſts in quiet ; which be- 
e208 relolv'd todo,” they grow impatieng 


er” > ow 3 under 


Ae) 


under his Check: And-this makes | 


thetii-defirous to' rid themſelves of the : 
awe and ſenſe of ſuch an' uncafie Being. 


The good man finds that eaſe-and' ſatis 


faQtion in the ſenſe of '@ Deity, thathe 


wow'd not for any thing be withour- it, 


for 'it fills Hit Sith joy" ati contetie- 
now,and gives tim Peace and'Happines 
at the laſt; Triſbniuch; -thar were WP , 


with haſelf- the Chiefeſt Good, - 


would be in the' comfort 'and eagles | 
cence he feels'in the belief of a Deity; 


Wheress' the looſe and wicket perſon; 
is haunted wirh- perpetual Fears aid” 
Terrors ; and the di Lora Go he. Lins 


from the 'apprehenfions of a God, drives 
him to wiſh -there were.no = 
ing to obſerve and puniſh 1 Foop 


then a-{mnall matter will perſwade hit” 


toit; for, Favile credimas, quoll volithias, 


weeaſily believe what we long and de- 


fire ſhould be true. © 

+ 34h, And'this leads to the'third and 
aſt ftep ro Atheiſm, which $5 fron 
wiſhing there were no God, to'endea- 
vouriig ro perſwade thermſelves that 
there is none; there being an caſie and 
natural tranſition, fromthe one tothe 
other : for the Willand' ARA 
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when Intereſt hathen 


th 
ſo that whar-mien- make: their 'Wiſh, 
ky becomes” their Choice z:. and 
om a defire to diſcard the Deity; 'eafi- 
ly come to deny-and disbelieve 
But by what | Means do: they endea- 
vour andeffe& chis?: Why, 
1. Firft, They muſter upall their Reg- 
ſon and Wir to argue againſt the Being 
of a God, and. ſeek to diſpute him out of 
the world. To this end; they-labour, 
as well as they can, toweakemnthe force 
of all thoſe Arguments that are brought 


f rhe proc of a Deity,” and make the 


or 

beſt ſhift they can, either to anſwer or 
evade them. Again, they magnifie the 
ſtrength of thoſe Arguments that are 
brought againſt: ſuch a Being ;- And, 
(tho? to prove a Negative, in this as in 
man - ot bo as Bens: Aaboivy 
and1 ble, yer) to ſhew their good- 
will bo yi Mater, the te Gs, 
vils or Probabilities of this'nature ſhall 
have a mighty force with them ; and 
the lighreft Sophiſtry'be advanc'd 'in- 


to Demonſtration. 'Butif this will not 


fdo, they endeavour, ' Lt 9 
2, To baniſh all thoughts of God 
put of their mind, and to caſt off the re- 


- Hearn draw-the-latter roi their fide; 


- 
PD. ' 


not ſin-quierly forhim, they reſolve not. | 
to think of him, and therefore putthoſe | fi 
us difturÞance. ' This was the Atheiſts | I 
courſe. in David's, time, who tells us, ri 
[That God was not in all. their thowghts ; | ji 
yea, that his thoughts" were always fl 
grievous to;them ; and therefore they E 
Tha they gt Fave for of be ke. | 
that they might have;no fear of him be- l 
fore rd Eyes: And the thoughts of 2 - 
God that abſerves and records.our AQi- q 
ons, and will one day reckon for them, O 
are Fill | irkſom and grievous. P impe- N 
niteht ſinners; which makes them uſe f1 
theit:Art 'to get rid of them. Indeed, | U 
E couldghey bur reconcile the belief of a a 
+, [Deity 


ity, with rheenjoymeat of their luſts, | 2 
the thoughts of him would be calle c- ft 
. noughy to: them; , and this. tempration C; 
_-to Atheiſm in + ont meaſure ceaſe » 
| Could thefſerve the true God, as the c 
Heathens did the falſe ones, with rior C 
and uncleanefs, none would be greater : 
Votaries than'they : But ſince the ſenſe 

: of him Rtikes ſuch a damp upos their | ti 
Pleaſures, and puts ſuch a'curb and re- b 


>.- way with the thoughts, of. him, nd 


* - "+ % 


' traint upon ther Yices, they cannot a- .| F£ 
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refore laþourtp (2) their minds of thy 
xlicf,that they may be rid of the fear 


ſuch a Being, Bur, ' is this a-wiſe or. fafe 


courſe ? No,extremely fooliſh and dange- 
rous: for,tho'ithe weakneſs to fear where 
rio fear is,yet not to fear where nth is # 
juſt cauſe and a proper Object for 


= height of Folly And, to - wh > | 


againſt a certain Danger, for fear 
of bets fri hined by it; is no better 
that madnels. ' Tndeed, could we put 
out. the Sun by winking, or avoid the 
danger of Divine Vengeance,by ſhaking 
off the dread of it, t he be ſome 
ſhew' of Reaſon for #8, lief;- bur, 
ſince the truth of things depends. not 
upon our belief or disbelief of them ; 
and the'very Notion of a Deity implies 
a Fri, of-Exiſtence, it muſt be mon- 
enſele(s Ye unreaſonable, to 

Ut ol off tlie awe and dread of him. 
'- Again, To regulateour Faith oy inter- 
eſtand pres, op leby a falſe and 
crooked Rule: For, thele being fre- 


, Clap a/wrong Biaſs 
= nd flick toooften turns it 
2-9 the Truth, and turns it unto Fa- 
bles: And conſequently, to ſteer our 


le by theſe meaſures, is to follow a 
| falſe 
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falſe ( e Guide, W's $9 had ws oof 
our'way,: .Indeed,, would men 11 
underftand and follow; their true: 


= it would then lead them aright wy 


-of Religion, there being no 
rt. or ow gy atall tg bchad with- 

out ins : Bur, when they weakly 
their Intereſt, and vaialy with there 
were no Superior: Being to obſtrud it, 
they do but cqnrt miſery, and fondly 

pig their own deftruction. 

;, the vaſt riſque that theſe 
men eros plaigly ſhews it to be extreme- 
y fdangerous.; For, if the 
Atheiſt find' at laſt that there is a God, 
whom he hath all his life-time deny'd 
and deſpis'd, | what unſpeakable Horror 
mult ſeize; his, guilty Soul, which muſt 
groan for nren modes the wrath of ſuch 
an Almightz' Being, and be eternally 
miſerable without cafe or remedy £ f as 

Good+ manyylins. no riſque at 
the ſenſe © F ſuch a Being ;hath made 
him more -healchful 'and eaſic to him- 


elf, more uſeful and ſerviceable to: 0- 


hers, and more honoured and reſpeQ- 


ed of all men for both: Hd are | 


no God at laſt, he.can-fiad no igc 
.yenience in this belief;” but if there 


PI one, 
ff 1 ; p FT 


Ly - * 4. s 
PRESS, 
$* ok INE Wone's > : , - 
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CLES 
he TO ; 
{EC ed”. lads an cn. 6.4 


rx *F'v 
one, he hath O48 the better ont; 
being ſure to be x arth nl in 
his favour afhd p ef won 

"$6 that if 'this were but. 4 « dcubefa 
Cafe, 'common prudence teaches meu 
to” chuſe the fafeſt fide; to” which 
therefore 'twill 'be our ilk to I- 
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cline, pers 
| BAN. Z © Age 
_ | x” © Your fearty Fiſt, 
he <0 us od 
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for ”- Find you' ſenſible," 
de the great evil and danj 

fice which hath drawn fo many in- 
o- | - t& Arbeit (vis,) The gb off 


COt- the awe and-fetrſe of a Deity, that't 
be _ pay [1 oh tHe more ſecurely in 


he e uſe of to the Ame: pu 
2 > - oo | 
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$a enomens of. che D., 
niverſe, and to give an account. of the 
CE the Wood: WRhous a Su- 


ity, is taken from the. 
Works both © Comm and ow 
dence; [ The Imuyſib gs of 
from the C neg: of "ih orld,' ra 
ing v * cen, eVep fo Eternal Pow- 
Godhead] And *tis evident, P 
the ſame Apoſtle told the Men of 
fra). That God hath not left himſelf +4 
out witneſs, in that he doth % and 
iveth rain from Heaven, and roo 
Fn Ing our hearts with. food* 
Se 


deed, the m—_— 
Fir ofthe World, tog 


_ the wonderful Proviſion made for for all 


the Creatures 1 in it, 4 an 


rive and Pfe Ia $i Yea, there ai 
Je \viGble.; marks of an Infinite Pow- 
and ; Goodneſs, ftampt 


Hoa vey every, Creature, that;. manifeſt 


the [Fig r..of-a God; and. dir. 


re our Ts ape the Knowles 00 
Conterpplari f 
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© Now to” evade this clear and pal- 
-pable Proof of: his Being, the Atheiſt 
Facks' his -Brain'to 'find out @' way of 
-aceounting! for theſe things,” without . 


a Hirſt Cauſs or Orderer of them. And 


-andthe Latter of. Epcarer. Both'which 
lieve' a' Deity-;: and how! 


'of 'theſe” there /are' two ſorts, vis. 
The firſt” Of. thoſe that aſſert the 

Eternity: of 'the /Wotld; - + - 

-- "The other, Of ſuch. as make it the 

ProduQ'of Chance and Fortune; ''The 

Former, are the' followers' of ' Ariſftorte, 


ſhew- theit- great bp men to be- 
8 'd np Fhey 
are #0 live without God'in” the” Wor 


"Bur let us Examine the' Account they 


give-us of theſe Matters. - To which 
end, let) us begin with' the fielt ſort. 
1/f. Who, to ſet afidea Firſt-Cauſe, 


"effirm' ' the ' World” to have: had no 


| beginning, but to have' been from Erer- 


nity, 'as it now is; there having been 


an-Eternal-Succeſſion of Men--and-all 


; other Creaturesj/as - we: now-find it; 


''Now,.' what proof is offer*d/fot this 


- bold \Affirmation?: Why;! none: at:all, 


e 


_ 


- 
PR * 
” of 
IM 


ris a precarious Aﬀertion,takenupfrom 


the-fingle- Opinion of  Arifforle,- with- 
our! any” offer/:of i Proof, or colour. of 
Reaſon ; and only ſhews that ſome 
Men 


YN 


tis as muck as. 


or Foy opp ook 


4 from;-God, i" the way ok Na- 


"Fram the Suo,. Inbrenans | is St 
Confeffion of aGod, from whon:the 
Woeld'ang-.all-things ia it ſprang by 
"'Y 'and- Erernal | Emangtion. 
$0.'that ater, not, with the Modern 
Atheiſts; {et up:the Netion of the Exer- 
/nity-of the Warld:. to) exclude a-Firſt 
ans by bur Shought: it; tobe. conſiſtent 


| hi. isthere SHEET a World 
tags % # on t ra is a 
Fidſt; Cauſe gs 


fi 


+0; 


—_ 


e, coricur. in» the; 


arg will bear 
and | 
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a enſues, 2s / much as any 


- DIY ev” 
"43, 
4: Oo gs 


man boot require." © -, 
"a: -* f. Abd irſt, that Bo eh World Was 
made and had a Bepi - we have 


bin Foo y of all Ns from 


making of it ; there : being an 
Univerfd Tradition hereof,” deliver'd 
.dowg thro? every Age ſince 'irs Be- 
Einging. | The 'Egyrians, and Pheni- 
tians of 0d ; . the Gretians > Affrrians, 
Perſians, and. Romans, of "latter Date, 
all had, and handed down this Tra- 
dition. .. Yea, the Indians and all other 
the moſt; rude and *barbarons Nati- 
'onns, that 'had” little or. no! Commerce 
'with other. Nations, concurr'd in this 
Belief; all.of them worſhiping a' God, 
whotn they own'd to be the Maker and 
'Governour of 'the World. And tho' 
ſome. difference hath been fonnd abour 
the Computation of Time; ' and the 
Age of the World, yet all agree in 
This, that It. was made. "Yea, we'find 
Ariſtoth hit mſelf, who' was The firſt AC 
57 She E Eteroir "of the World, 
L Hook Srmgy 193 '6th) 
hes Th , Chat. 'twas'a E- 
wy, Ji _ all Meg, "ther 
a yh .are of God, and were made 


2dh. Agdin 


XX 5-8 


32d on Tg - oe 
> ON 


S; 


cage condly, W it 
Vaiverſal EE confirmed by 
written, Hiſtories of all Times 
Places ever ſince. alloy 
the Credit of the fi 


ble == the Gn, ab hich i 
| Ancient Wilkes, whether Poets 
.or x: iloſophers, give. of this matter, 

| being in..all_ proba ality derived from 
im-: Inf -"5—4 that we find Arifotle 
=: $6 4 his. Book De C#lo, bib. 1. 
= + oſ , ) once more acknowledging, 
=. of all "he Philoſophers that were be- 
K- . : 5 ſors 0 fe hold ok the World was 
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Eternity in a deep Sleep; and were 
all ſo dull, as either -to do nothin 

Memorable, or'to be unable - or un- 
willing to Record (it. - And therefore 
Lucretius wilely'asls the Queſtion, If 
the World had no Beginning, how 
comes it to paſs, that the molt Anci- 


. ent Poers mention nothing higher than 


the Theban War, and the Deſtrution 
of Troy? 1 
And indeed, if the World had no 
beginning, it is ſtrange that no ac- 
count ſhould be given of any thing 
in that Eternity of Duration, before 
the World is faid to begin: And that 
all things that are known, ſhould be- 
found . out and Recorded ſince that 
time. | 
4. Beſides Foxrthly, We ſee the fun- 
parts of which the World conſifts; 
to be ſubjeCt to decay and Corruption 
and had they been ſo from all Eterni- 
ty, they muſt in' all probability have 


utterly periſh*'d and come to nothing 


long fince. The Frame of the World, 
is compos'd of ſuch frail Corruptible 


|| Materials, that, in an infinite fpace; 
| would neceſſarily diffalve, and fall a- 


, without a Superiour Power ” 
C uphok 
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fore we have' any Account, paſſed an 


Vx 
47; a 


' of his: Being, which muſt neceffarily 
lead 'up to a firſt Cauſe, which is of 
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(18). 
This we may ſee excellent| ung by 
Lacretias\(Lib. 5.) where he tells us, 
& That the World muſt neceIarily be 
& acknowledg'd to have had a begin- 


<« ning, otherwiſe, thoſe things which ' 
* pow their own Nature corruptible, 


« could never, from all Eternity, have 
&« held out againſt all the forcible and vi- 
&« olent ults and Accidents, whic 

«in an infinite duration muſt have 
* happen'd to them. And therefore we 
find, that Ariforle having affirm'd the 
World to have had no beginning, was 
thereby driven in his own defence, to 
affirm, it can have no end; for what- 
ſoever hath an end, muſt have a be- 
ginning : And if the Frame of the 
World be Subje& to Diffolution, it 
could not poſſibly have been from E- 
ternity. In ſhort, we plainly fee, that 
all things are ſome way or other pro- 
duc*d ; every man is of another ;. and 
every other thing hath ſome- Cauſe 


its ſelf, and made and preſerves all 0- 
cher : And'if the World had no begin- 


rts together. - 


ning, we may fafely conclude, it mult 
long ſince have had an end. . So:thaty : 


: : 7 
: Ly Rt = 


him affirming 
made by, Chance, and all things in it 


5 abs coal xii de” th FT 


DET oo nt EO. +; y Eo RC £5 > 5 he as "I 
MED NEL Ps pe CO ESE in OS OO ne REO Rea 
- P's - : tk df go. EASE ? : T*<_ wo $4 
l : ' 
/ . 
* » 


"this Firſt Hyerhefs of the Eternity of- 
the World, taken up without any proof, 


2 « 


' upon the ſingle Authority of Ar:forle, 


againſt the Univerſal Belief and Tra- 
dition of Mankind, is, both uareaſon- 
able and unaccountable. v 

2. Let.us proceed then, Second, 
to that of Epicarws, and fee whether 
that be any better. And here, to ex- 
clude a Deity or firſt ' Cauſe, we find 
- that the World was 


came en: of themſelves, by ſome 
lucky Hits and Accidents : An account 
whereof is briefly this, (viz.) * They 
&« tell us, that the Matter of which the 
«© World was fram'd, was from Eter- 
© nity ; and likewiſe, an Infinite emp- 
« ty ſpace, for the innumerable ſmall 
« Particles (call'd Atomes) 'to move 
« and play in; And' that theſe being 
« in contiriual” motion, did after inft- 
« nite Tryals and Rencounters, with- 


'« qoutthe helpor direCtion of a Supreme 


« Being, by lucky Hits and Chances, 
<«fettle at laft in that goodly Frame 


«and Order of things, which we now 
1-1 *©'fe, and find the 

1. A goodly account indeed / Which 
"Ferves:only to ſhew, 


orld to be 1n. 


that ſome men 
C 2 are 


_ f 
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Eo willing. to believe \ ANF thing r9- | 


| the bold confidence of 


{-- A and. enjoy aſus! 
Pleaſures without pes: es Indeed, 
le arnghh of 


:For, there are thoſe apparent Ma ks. 


- ther. than, a God. For, wha; ever 
heard, of... a... Houſe that was, made 
without Hands? Or a Book-compos'd 
,ACCIC | ag) | .meet- 
les of 

his 1s 

1 for 

Ly; 4 ELL &  OMTUCLUIEE 

as this of .t rais'd 


without an. oy Wor -Or the great 
Volume: of the |Univeiſe, to be com- 
Los withour An foes 3 Ned what 
oundation. . .hath and 
.lncredible. Fhpothefes ? W by, "ate but 
pecurns and 
his F ooh grounded upon a - de- 
fice of MT. looſe the Reins. to 


the World's being... thus. made. by 
-chance : For, - IDEN Nick 
he ſpeaks. are RaLM ua, Bo ; 
and, for gught we NO, moye 0n- 
ly in the. empty ſpace of..ag. 1 


rep Brain. Yea, there is. 
ginable. Evidence to. the: 
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14- 1 Hiifinite Power and Wiſdonm'in the: 
YET ] Frame of the' World,” that render it 
a0. | altogether #riipoſible | to' be the eff8& 
9s of” Ciaties; for, ſince -'none- could” 
7 | ever'ſpealt of a StruQure,' where all 
of | the __— of'if came together! of :them-: 
ſetv ad We" never* read2 of! any 
for chivg Gt it abd Noble; that iwas ever: 
51 ed''or: 'tame to paſs) rar Way'; 
BY | wy ſehifelels i8/ it to conceive; that 
TRE lotibus” and -regulay- -Pabrick of 
N- World, which ' affords'mas man 
hat | Wonder as Parts, ſhould/be-rhe wor 
3Þ of any other than a Divine Hand. 
ie '-So- that the Folly of this Deyice, 
= of piving uit 4ccount” of the Being 
CGE} ard Eontifiuiiice of the World, gee 
1] outs Dety;s is! very® -for: 
ed, | i cofitrs : te Kexkortnd nl - 
y ___—_ pM jþ6 Ages 5 0 es 


ne ;” that” hath 'ſivined! own ( 
Hd thy at” '6f" time! without inter- 4 
| nn! Fekhes is: the Evil : and 
Dr Os e," thats the Foll 
5'is-the' higheſt Af- 
Ron in Indi Mags vs y that can be of- 
ker; | to-rob him of 


he Ti '6f tis Works, and to 
Y 7, With | þ 7 Glor ' that thould ac- 


"Xs 22 t). | 
+ Tribyte of Honour and-:acknow-: 


ed ent:due'to the Soveraig n Lord: 
* Maker of. the Unmyerſe .z, which 


i to.-be;; paid - by. all, his. Creatures, . 


but eſpeciall Man, who. is made 
the - viſible y by and Vice-Roy of 
this: lower. World: Now, to call in 
queſtion his. making or right.of governs. 
inges the-World, is to, deny him this 
and conſequently to-proye 
Revell vo to our, Supreme. Lord. and 
Maſter; -which: muſt needs be- a mat- 
ter of extreme and inconceivable dan- 
ger. . 1's L788 
. Again, 24h. - Tis a 1 h piece of 
robin to diſown. our Maker a 
choke BenefaQour, from. ww we 
receive: frog + Yeoh His 
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(23 ) 
higher than-the Angels, into a Con- 
dition lower and worſe than the 
Beaſt that periſheth. 

zaly, Yea (T Mirdy) This is not on- 
ly a high piece of injuſtice and 1n- 
gratitude to our Maker, but a great 
tnjury to Mankind ; who are hereb 
depriv'd of that Aſſiſtance and Af- 
fiance, they might have in a Supreme 

Being ; and conſequently of that com- 
fort and benefit they might receive from 
him. We dayly ſee what impotent and 
feeble Creatures, even the beſt of Men 
are ; liable to a thouſand miſeries. and 
misfortunes, which they can neither 
revent nor remove : Now the on- 
y comfort or relief we can have a- 
gainſt Theſe ; is, in the Apprehenſions 
of a God, who is of infinite Power 
and Goodneſs; and conſequently, both 
able and willing to help us: There 
we may fafely. repoſe our Truſt and 
Confidence, with well-grounded hopes 
of a ſupply of all our wants, and a 
happy iſſue out of all our affliftions: 
Now, by calling in Queſtion the Truth 

of ſuch a Being, who is the Author 

and difpoſer of ſuch Events, Men 
bereave themſelves of all theſe com- 
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ſelves miſerable by their owh Infidelity. | ne! 
So that this Device of the Atheiſt, is as | ing 
imprudeat as 'tis unreaſonable z for it 
deprives hit of all that comfort, | to 
which he might have in this Life; | le 
and excludes him from all ' that hap- | fti 
pinefs, to which he was deſigned in | la 
the next. ; | m 
© Theſe are obvious Truths, oh which | le 
I ſhall-not need ro enlarge; and ſhall | is 
therefore leave them to your farther | ar 
Meditation, -I an, EO SV. 
three no BS oe ir 
; STR, 


Your true Friend, 
A. B 
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. works of Creation and Providerite bas 
rv be, palpable Demonſtrations: of aF* . 
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| (35) 
neſs or boldneſs in fo eaſily overlook- . 
ing or gainſaying them. Too 
F proceed: in this to another Device _. = 
to the ſame purpoſe, and that is the fji- RT 
lencing the Voice of Conſcience, and, © © 
ſtifling the frequent Notices ,and A- 
larms it gives of a Supreme Being: A- 
mong the other wicnefſes that God hath 
left us of himſelf, that of Conſcience ; 
is none of the leaſt, which for, the clear E 
and uncontrolable Evidengg;; of its . 
Teſtimony, hath been reckon'd .more 3 
than a thouſand witneſſes. --That we 
might not be left without ſufficient 
Light in a matter of ſo. great moment, 
God Almighty hath not only Engraven 
his own Image and Superſcription: up- 
-- the Works of dls Hand, that by me 
requent viewing thereof, wg might 
Rail minded of Ren; but hath Vlewiſe 
ſet: up a conſtant Monicor,,.jn every 
Man's Breaft, that by hearkening to,1t 
we might never forget him z [Lhis,a 
that which is ſtiPd the Light. of Ng 
ture, - and by ſome the' Light withy 
them, which, if rightly undeeftood 
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2” the way, that we ſhould go.: | ar 
The Prophet 1/atas calls it, « voice behind A 
Rs. Or within Us, ſaying, this is the Way walk | 
"3 #n i#, when we are turning either to the £C 
* right band or to the left. St. Paul fil 
told the Gentiles, that tho? they had no N 
written Law, yet they were « Law to them- fr 
ſelves, their Conſcience bearing witneſs, W 
and their thoaghts accuſing or excufing W 
one another, Rom. 2. And withal adds, W 
that as God hath not left himſelf without (ll 
witneſs, vis rom ſufficient notice th 
_ of his Being ; ſo he had left them, wich. he 
out excuſe, if they did not Worſhip and ta 
Glorifie him as they ought. tr, 
But how does Conſcience give this | 
notice and conviCtion of a Deity ? Why, Ca 
ſundry ways ; as, 
. Firft, By its ſecret motions and ſug- Be 
| proes which oft-times awakens our W 
ind, and pavennny ſtirs us up to hi 

our duty to him : If we obſerve it, we 
hall find me wy —_ within us an 
Hpving, : calling upon us | ar 
# char which is good; and fecal : 
whiſpering and diſſuading us agai 5 
that which is evil: Now theſe are the or 
private Notices of Conſcience, which. . 

"God hath' ſet up as ms: RE 
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and witneſs of him within our Breaſts. 


Again, p 1 JH 
24ly, We feel an inward delight and. 


complacence in well-doing, and are 
ld with joy and peace in; believing : 
Now, whence {ſhould this proceed, but 
from the ſecret notice of Gonſcience, 
which minds us of. a God, and that 
what 'we have done is' acceptable and 
well. pleaſing to him.? The good Man 
(faith Solomon) is. [atisfied from himſelf; 
that is from his own Conſcience, which 
he ftiles a continual Feaſt, that enter- 


tains him with the ſweeteſt peace and 


tranquility of mind, and fills him with 
purer joys, than any earthly comforts 
can afford him, even with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory, ariſing from a 
Belief that God is, and that be is a Re- 
warder of all thoſe that diligently ſeek 
tim. Morena, - 157; 
134). The Sinner feels fecret Stings 
and Laſhes within, when he hath done 
amiſs, and is inwardly troubled and 
ack after the Commiſſion of any 

normity ; his Debaucheries. grate up- 
on .his mind, and follow him with fre- 
quent fears and terrors ; there is no 
ace. to the wicked ; but they are like 
the . troubled Sea: that caunot reft. 
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Now, this can proceed from nothing” 
but the inward whiſpers and. informa-' 
tion of Conſcience, 'which- frequently 
rakes the Sitiher 9 rates him 
ror by Himfelf;1 ettingt him know 
ow Ne bath offended his-Maker, and 
incor the diſmal ces: 

c ; betice the Sinner 


Kage "hd hin If Shown Ny tra 
Es roteeds from” this Tecret Moni- 

, W {+ both n'Accyfer, Witneſs, 

- Fr! SI tes it cbr 
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- God” '©6, 'be fea! 


ere "robes "wit Ferorn theſe op 


ES would "not oy the 
e moſt ridicus 
be thus terrifi- 
Slit Xo with fuch i 
Pinaty Bigbear of his'©wa'makiri 
All tier Beings have ſome real'Ob: 
"of their Io $7 and Nirely 'VHA 
uſt ihe * ieft 'of” all Creatures 
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invifible Powers and a Judgment to 
come, if no ſuch things wers to be 
fear*'d or expeQed;. his Underſtanding 


and Reaſdn would ſerve him ta good” 


purpoſe, to ſuggeſt ſuch needleſs ter-. 
rors, as to Fa. him with a Dream, 


' and make him tremble at his own Sha- 


dow. So that this remorſe and troy- 
ble of mind, with which the greateſt 
Sinners are purſued, is a plain: Argue 
ment'of a Deity, without which no tole- 
rable account could be given of theſe 
things. 

But if Conſcience be fo clear a proof 
and witneſs of a Deity, how comes it 
to paſs, that ſo many deny and forget 
God, when they have ſuch a faithful 
and conſtant Monitor within to keep 
him in remembrance ? why the Miſery 
as well as Myſtery of it is, that roo 
many ſilence the Voice of Conſcience, 
and will not ſuffer jt to ſpeak, 'or it 
(as it ſometimes happens) they cannot 
ſtop its mouth, like the deaf. Adder 
-they.ſtop their ,car, ud refuſe to: hear 


. the Poice of the Charmer, tho be charms 


never ſo. wiſely; yea, tho they are 
.many times hard put to it to ftill the 
clamour and importunity of their own 
Minds, yet they .uſe all their Arts to 
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nd to ſti 


and tearing it as 


a-ſleep in a carnal and fatal ſecurity ; 
and this they do by an inordinate pur- 


if the ſerious thoughts of a God ſome- 
times preſs too much upon them, they 
ſeek either to drown them in their in- 
temperate Cups, or to ſtifle them by 
the ſoftneſs of Lewdneſs and Dalliance : 
If they find their minds begin to reco- 
ver out of thisLethargy,and theſe ſerious 
thoughts return, they have recourſe to 
idle and looſe Company to relieve 
themſelves from the trouble of them, 
where they keep their Heads ſo hor 


with their frequent exceſſes, that they 


are ſeldom or never cool enough to 
conſider things as they ought, and rhus 
by bringing a continual doozineſs up- 
on their Senſes, they paſs away their 
time as in a Dream or Slumber, and 
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by [degrees fall into an utter forget- 
| Poele of God and their Duty. Bit 
to] they cannot preſently thus: Jull their 
-. | Conſciencea-ileep, they endeavour, 
2 2d. To harden it againlt ConviQti- 4 
zill | on, and to fear it as with an hot Iron; 3 
as | and this they do by vicious habits con- Y 
cralted by a long continued cuſtom 
eir in Sin, whereby the Mind is ina manner 
it ſtupified, and made ſenſeleſs of -all 
. Evil and Danger : This is ſuch a degree 


It of wickedneſs to which none can arrive 
” preſently, for Nemo repente fuit Tarps 
"I mus, Timeis requir?d to wear off the 
ey impreſſions of Good and Evil ; for 
n- Conſcience recoils at firſt, and hath 
Yy that natural tenderneſs, as to feel the 
; ſmart, and fear the evil of ſuchcourſes ; 
0- till by frequent reſiſting its Calls, they 
1s have overcome this Relutance, and 
” made it become callous and paſt feel- 
'E ing; and thus by a. long practice and 
n, continuance in Sin, they gradually loſe J 
"l the ſenſe and awe of a Deity, and ſet- KD 
y tle in Atheiſni and Infidelity. * 


Now for Men to be at ſo great pains 
is to ſtupifie their Conſcience, and hinder 


Yor it from doing its office, muſt be a ve- I 
Yr ry unwiſe and unſafe courſe; for this is "_ 
dg j coſlence the Yoice of God within-us, Y 


and 
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_ _.and toxin the deaf Ear to our Maker ; 

yeaisro deſpiſe the remembrance, and 
with them in Job, depart from aus, we 
. weſire wot the knowledge of thy ways. 

And yet after all their pains, this 
will prove in the end but a fruitleſs at- 
tempt, for Conſcience will one time or 
other. ſpeak, and loud enough to be 
'heard too, and tho it may be lull'd a- 
ſleep a'while, it will ere long awake, 

-and ring a Peal of Vengeance- in the 
Ears of all ſuch bold and daring Sin- 
"ners, as feek now to ſtupifte and 
ſilence it. OL 0 
Indeed,that preſent ſenſeleſſaefs and 
ſtupidity, which they bring upon 
their mind, ferves but to render their 
- condition the more deſperate and re- 
medileſs ; for as in bodily diſtempers, 
-when the ſenſe of pain is loſt, the 
Patient is in greateſt danger, and the 
:Giſeaſe proves moſt mortal, and incu- 
fable; even ſo in ſpiritual Maladies, 
when the mind is paſt feeling, the 
-Caſe is commonly paſt recovery ; 
and evermore the leſs ſenſe of pain, 


us to hearken to the woice of Ged and 
Conſcience, 
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the greater danger : which ſhould teach 
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Conſcience whilf: it's call'd to te 
the Heart be” WE hs o = 
ceitfulneſs of Sin; before the Mind 
ys and inſeaſible, and 

fl Jo ſi 5 fieep;s nothing 
but Eter cat awxke it." *-- 
In a word, the peace and tranqui- 
lity that the Mind feels from the 
Apprebenfi ; of .a God, ſhews it 
I of Maitkind 'to be- 

Bev: and,” cafe” him,' which” alone 
can” give” us; this hearrs-eaſe': : "And 
fe the terrors and frightful Ap- 


ral oh Bi) ol I abandon the Cauſe of 
AN. Tawny” gs 
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: the Notion of a Deity toy gra 
dS - SNL of Belief, or a Ts Cl 76 
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t1fo fof a God, is 

—s ta Or the te pro Conſent and 
EE ment of Mankind in this Belief, 
"I ng nothing ſo generally own'd 
= and receiv'd;, in all times and places 
| *£--... 4 this Truth; and that not only a 
mong the Wiſe and Knowing, rs 
ven among the rudeft and moſt 5 
norant. of theWorld: Null ; 
tam barbare, &c. faith the Rowen? 2 


a 
= . 
8 
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OE 
tor, There 'is n6' Nation fo barbarous 
Goa” ro Believe and. Worltip A 


> | + Now whence ſhould this Univerſal 
f - | Conſent of Mankind inthis Belief pro- 
"| -cced, bur _ he V aice of Nature, 


: h to be heard, 

all , and the” 'Words +0. 'the end 
wy cher, 80 an. by & Di ſtamp'd 
{5 the 'Miid,”' by a Divite Hand, 


DE 
—— 


of the ty Wea, this" can be' no 


vetiby theFinger of God | bamſelf, 
* ug no Inwe@oven into the very Brine 0 of 


ibe 2: Bor DE doin Atheiſt evade this 
aniverally eceiv'd Tape Why; by 


aluliryinichismmetor ; 4 Men 
51 befide Hine" were too hefty and ca- 
Gd 19 oof balicf;/ pd took up this'perſig- 


die fion pvery Tender and infitfficient 
| grounds; whereas he ſcorns to'be thus 

pm Sea by | vain * talk, and-to yield 
mg to uticertain ru- 

ours Hence*he' great Atheiſt of our 
| founds all Rehgion upon the belief 
TOs ns ny told, as if the Being 


' Ira . and'belicf of # Deity, were built only 
yon report:handed down from one 
IVA D 2 to 
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to another, and had- no better fopndari- 


,06 Eon Homes THe 0 
not this a Iece-.0 
_ Now is not © RrUngs D 4 


ſu 
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Who. was'it that firſt rais'd this Re | 
is of a Deity? Or by,wbom was this | 
Tradition. began? This.is matter well | Þ* 
worth the enquiry, who made this firſt | 
Diſcovery; or rais'd this Spirit; which | G* 
all the Wiſdom of the world:couldine- | 
ver conjure down fince. , Centainlyhe y— 

po 
to 


E 6. 


2 muſt have. been omg ak cunning 
8 Body thatcould invent and propagate 
E plauſible a tory, as to.pas the: Tryalof 
E . all Apes,;; and that.inone-.could ever | 2" 
find out.or.dete& the falſhood of it, fire | P" 
the Fame of ſuch a-perſon would have | 
been Recorded in the-Annals of: Time, | 7 
and Poſterity could neyer-have been fo | Al 
unjuſt.to his Memory, as to: let him 
ſink.away in ſilence and oblivion: And : At 
yet the Atheiſt here is:wholly at alob6 } © 
intheſe things, and will neither protend” } 1 
| . : to}: 
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- totellus thetimew e place where, 
or the perſon by whom this r firſt 


began: Only (as 'one hath obſerv'd) 
= thinks it (probable that ſome body 

ong ago (he not when) beyond 
the Memory of all did ftart 
ſuch a ncthan in the World, and that 
it hath paſt for currant ever ſince ; but 
if this Tradition be older than all Hi- 
ſtory, why may it not have been from 
the Cnginals ? "And theniit will be far 
more probable, to be a. notion: which 
was bred in the mind of: Man, and 
born with him, than a Tradition tranſ- 
mitted from hand to- hand through all 
Generations, eſpecially found in 
thoſe barbarous Nations, - that - have 


ſcarce a Tradition of any thing elle. 


But how come theſe Men thiis to op- 
poſe the general Senſe of Mankind, and 
tocall in queſtion ſo univerſally own'd 
and receiv'd a Truth? Why ! this 
proceeds, 

Partly from their t unwilling- 
neſs to believe it, which makes them 


- take hold of any, even the meaneſt 


{hifts, to countenance their unbelicf. 
And 


. Partly from an AﬀeRation of Singu- 


ity, whereby they would be thought 


Stn: D 3 wiſer 


[] 


(3). 
wiſer and more knowing, | than 
any. that went befpre [ them, that 
_ they ſee farther into matters' than o- 

ther Men, and that'their Underſtand- 


ings are by head:and ſhoulders taller. 
than their Brethren; they know well 


enough, that ſhould: "they -go-on with 
the common. herd, and {ay/and do as 
others | that | have gove - before them, 
they ſhould be thought: tobe no wiſer 
than they 3 and-therefore that-ti may. 
ſer up for. Wits, and be Men 
of a reach and inſightinto things, 
than others, "they ſtrike out of the com- 
mon rag cn go a newruntrodden wa: 
this makes them look 
wo the delie of a » {tho? con- 
firm'd by the general c ſent of Man- 
kind) to be only the: elk of weakneſs 
and want of j that they who- 
entertain it, are merely carried away 
with the Stream, and like eafie cres 
dulous perſons, take up things upon 
truſt, from 'the uncertain Hear-ſay 
and "Report of others no oe than 
themſelves; Whereas they, like Men 
of judgment, believe and aft by ano- 


ther Rule; and where their own Rear 2 


fon cannot convince 'them-of a 


there. no Authority of others ſhall foray © | 
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them.to the belief of ir, And thus by a. 
vain conceit and affetation of Singu- 
larity, they leave the track in; which 
allothers have $006 before them, which 
unawares bewildersand leads them i into. 
Atheiſm. : :, 

-Butis it a vain Credulity, to embrace 
a Truth coofirm'd by the C 


Approbation' of all Manki id? or is,1 
any piece of Wi wer rr, OA ap a. fin- 
gle opinion a ainſt the Wi dom of the 


Seep World? No, far from. it; the 
wiſeft of Men. hath told us, that he that 
is wiſe in his own conceit 1s-a fool.; and 
certainly he muſt be extremely lo; that 
thinks himſelf wiſer than all. Men.be- 

ſide-him.; Indeed, - to' keep the; mind 
from being enſlav'd_to precaripus and ' 
Vulgar No otions,or receiving things.up- 
.on truſt without examination, , is to 
aſſert the freedom of the Underſtand- 
ing, which very well becomes a-wiſe 
. Man to do; but to rejeQ an Opinion 
merely becauſe it hath been univerſally 
receiv'd, is. a rudeneſs offer'd to the 
: Reaſon of Mankind ; for if many heads 
- may:;be ſuppos'd to be wiſer than one, 
{/that wh all Heads concenter and 
-:agree, ought in Reaſon to-be. preferr'd 
: before any ſingle —_ and rand 
Ore 
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fore to quarrel with'a Truth, for no o- 

ther reaſon, but becauſe it bath been 

own'd and 'embracd by all, is an UN- 
ncherarin e of 'pride and fi 
makes Men overv 

hemireand ſet too low a price-upon 


the j of their 'betters, which 
is ce 'of arropanceand-folly : 
Yea means they deprive them- 


by nl 
ſelves of min benefit and affiſtance of 
other Mens 'Vnderſtandings, and lean- 
ing wholly upon their ownre thereby 
1, beeray'd into 4 gd errors -and 


Tis true, we are forbid 1 to; 

4 multitaile in doing Evil, but not in 
receiving Truth,” which i is the greateſt 
good 'weean do to our ſelves or neogs: 

And. tho? we are bid- #0 try all thi 
- yet. we-are requir'd- #0 -hold 'faft 
-which 4s good,  and' not-to ſtart aſide 
from the'-belicf. of that - which hath 
| the'tryal w_ approbation of all 
Times and 
' There is {as par hath well obſerv'd ) 
- a Reverence due to-the Judgment' of 


receiv'd 
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Mankind; 'and that which hath-been 
by all 'or moſt Men, hath | 
wy ever TREE moſt hn of ac- 
ceptation:; ? Fer Of 
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ceptation :--yea the laws of modeſty re- 
qui us to think others better than our 


es,and to ſuſpe& our own Judgment, 
; when it crofles theirs; for pA Framing 
rality of Men may be ſometimes miſta- 
ken, which ſhouldtherefore put us up+ 
'6n the ſtrifter ſearch and enquir 
into Truth, ;, yet. to he over poll 
tive and confident againſt. the univer- 
fal Senſe and Belief of Mankind, is to 
.reſiſt the cleareſt evidence wecan have, 
and to runcounter to the greateſt proba- 
bilities. WR ber: 
But what if theſe great Maſters of 
Wit ſhoyld all this while be found 
the moſt Credulous and eafie of belicf 
of all Men? what then will become of 
all theſe vain Boaſts and Pretenſions to 
Reaſon? And yet this is as clear as the 
Sunat Nooneday ; for they believe ma- 
ny things without the leaſt colour and 
{ſhadow of reaſon; and deny others that 
-have all poſſible evidence of truth ;both }. - 
which are apparentinftances of a'grofs 
and abſurd Credulicy. mn Ee 
They believe that there is no God,and 
eonſequently that *cis impoſſible there 
h j ſhould be,one, a thing which no Art of 
c-F Manever could or pretended todemon» 
1 4 | : Kraze. | : 
S-<. Again, 
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_((4») ' 
2in, they believe either” that the 
Mefid yas never made, or if it: _ 
twas made by chance, and that ar 
chagynſs came into that excellent or- | 
they now are, by mere” fortunes: | a] 
ews that they can believe -av' | +: 
random, and take up the moſt abſurd | 
Fhpotheſis at a venture. A 
_ They belieye that tho? matter bei in it 
ſelfa dull and fenſelefs thing, utterly in- 
capable 6f Reaſon and U erſtanding, 
there can be nd ſpiritual or immate- . Ed 
TL Og rg to influence or aQuate i it I f 
2 Tt 
The Atheift can believe ogginkd all | Ps 
the Senſeand Reaſon of all Mankind; | wh 
and think all the World beſide himmſel 1M 


h_ 
fs) 
ro 


to conſiſt only of Fools and Knaves; a Þ} th 


be gene ? And yer thoſe and my int 
goodly Articles of the A- | £9 
gp s  Gredwhich en ork can {wallow, im 


muſt be a man of g Faith or vaſt | 
Credulity, and' muft believe with his aft 
WI with: his Underttanding Iam, os 

S FR, by 


. . 
Ee = "_—_— ' F n 14 tr a. OR 1h ID. HO - F bs A  met.. 
, ? \* * , = 

x _————— 

A : - -- — OE. DS 1a tt AE 2-2 OI 2h. 
» 
j Y ; 
, », , 
on ht 


SIR, 


_ Nother /Device of the Atheiſt is 

to reſolve the Belief of a God 
into the Principles and Prejudices of 
Education ; This Device /is near kia 
to and agen _——_—— gh pot 

rete account of 
oe nf os Critic: 
nd, | which he res bo aye ne" F 
ſelf | impreſſions ycation 5 being 
: a | the firſt Notion. inſtilld by Parents 
ny into their Children, as ſoon as they 
A. | come to undenſtand any thing, and.is 
W, _— by- thoſe who __ the Edu- 


and Management of themever 
his after, 


m, And here — obſerye, what deep 

impreſſions are ane ages tn Mind, 
by the firſt-things-we or learn ; 
how. long they./are wont tq_ continue 
J3 with us, and how ready Men are to 
KY communicate - them to one another, 
3; andmore eſpecially to derive om. to 
| their 
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_ wh whence they | on; 
a belief of a Deity | diff 
may nay eaiy be uppos'd in time to'ob- | yar 
be tranſmitted down from f| yet 


hog d'to A through all Generations, | of 3 
ow here the Queſtion may «be || gi 
ask'd again, Who was the firſt per- | cor 
ſon that invented and convey*d down | ſhe 
this \Notion? what was his name;/or | Pric 
his Son's "name, + that we may know þ 
him ?' how -came che'- to entertain'it: | ' mal 
himſelf ?--who - taught it him-? and | No 

propepics i ro Paſleſleg? Why, of | 7 

it to ani 
all Nl this th the Atheiſt can-give no (eg ſhe 
ner of account, unleſs he will fiye to | our 
the Holy: Scripture, and ſay,” that 4- | too 
dew the firſt" Man-had' it- om God, fore 

and taught” it- to- his Children , and by 
ſo- convey\d* it down- to-all Genera- | cas 
tions 3 but+ this would: be 'to yield up || if'v 
the-Caufe, and: to acknowledge a firtt | i 
Being and Maker of all things, which {| rior 

yet he is unwilling to-grant. 

chats voy this is a and 
8 groundleſs Hypotheſis, may plainly ap- 
pear fron” this, that Men in all Ages 

have been known to beof different ter- | px 
pers, and to-have had various and#dif me 

rent ways and methods of Edurati-. Y&c 


OO TIE SIP Os, 
a RS 


, G45) 

" by whichmeans they- avereceivid 
different Troprefſions, and 'entertaimnd 
vatious Sentiments of things: And 
yet we findall Men, in all times, and 
of all tempers: (tho? differing r never fo 
much in other things) to- agree and 
coricenter in this belief ofa God; which 

thews it 40 have another and: 

Principle than: chat of Education. - 

Again, if we'gonfult the irams and 
' make of our” Being, 'we'ſhall find this 


Notion of 'a Deity - ftampt-:upon our 
_ CE eta in foch plain 
of I 'as 'may''eaſily 
n- | ſhew "whoſe workmanſhip we are; and 
to | out of what: habds we-came ; and this 
f- | too in perſons-ofno-Education, and be- 
d, | fore any 5-ching was inftilFd into: them 
d J by it which farther -proves it to 24 
i- | ceed rom « higher-Cauſe: To all which 
p if'we' add moreover, 
it | ''' That ſtrong «and: "powerful Inclinn! 
bh f rion that! is: foudd incall-Men to wor- 
ſhip a God, we ſhall find this to.go be- 
JI j fore; and nor to be lanted inthem b 
Education:: If we Turvey- the' World; 
s | we may obſervea natural proneneſs and 
| openſitys to. Religion, '.even-in the 
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together to Sond ſomethi 
m_—_—_ Hs 


RO, he that 


prnto 3 the Soul, could alone put that 


byals: into chat draws Go trong to 


theadotation ofibim ;- for the beft nut» 


ture cah no 'more put: ſich: new Incli- 
nations, than: it can put-a new Nature 


romne4 'So'that this yaiverſal Inclina- 
 tiontoreligious Worſhip muſt proceed 


from ſomething within, -that .z5 born 
with us,and is connatural to our Being ; 


and can: no-more flow from any thing 
imprinted on our Minds from without, 
he choneiural Paſſions of Hope: and 
Feat” are: owl to the im s'of 
outward Oby 
But hers the Acbeift Kells 1a; That 
this Argument taken-from an univerſal 
Inclination, ro: worſhip a: Deity, will 
hold as: ſtrong for Polytheiſm and Ido- 
_ as for a Vanity of the, —_—_ 

as: if not a gr 
par of the We Wor led by fewo-weeltip 
than one'true one: - ww; 70 


Ry which is all the aha 1 


hath to ſay in this caſe, 
may:be.grven. As, 


on, which may indo Meh, br ca 
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(47) 
L "Firſt; "The: Aﬀſertion on: which; che 
= fly. grounded is a.,great mis 
eſt and 


ay Map kind have ever paid their BE 
rations yt one Supreme Being ; As for 
the Jewiſh Nation, the whole -bady of 
them ſerv'd one only God, known by 
the. name Jebon AS IS; ond, Hite raw 


DS _ 


: 


Gods, according, torhe | 
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variety of. ie ppm: q 
Fave r087 than % 
ded: by . th loſgters an es 
Males i nt pr A 
titude © wit ut the OP on - - 
ill probation of ran Fn .NONGT 


fas one bath told us in this ab) tan 
magiy Cyphers without a, Figure.  - 
nA I, Secondly, The ac 
the eathens .1s /a good argument a- 
gainſt. Atheiſm , and their. Idolatries 
are a plain proof of a Dei ity ; for the 
- xudeſt and moſt ignorant- of all people 
Mi had thoſe impreſſions of bim ypen 
their 
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and worſhi falſe Gods ra athert 
—t all.” 'Tho? they t | 
God, yet they all agreed in this, to 
worſhip ſome God or or other ; and 
this'n -of theirs was not for want 
of 'ſyfficient Evidence ;” but. from -the 
_"neglet or abuſe of their natural Rea- 
fon which'led them from' the true to 
falſe gre hn God ( (i 


0 wy there would be no 
| Coin, there were none true ; all Ima- 
are thtended to repreſent ſomerhi 

at is real'; "neither would - any Idols 


-be ſet up; iPthere were nor a true: God 
to'be \ ped. In ſhort then, the 


Notion of a'Dei muſt be founded -in 
Nature, 'becauſe tis univerfal; and 
could not. be acquired b y Education; it 
being found in thoſe that never had 


E-. _ 2 
I ide, nothing i is laſting but. wi! lag | 
E is natura};” for the beſt things acquirU- - 
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by InftruQtion, have in many perſons 
been - loſt _and-forgotten-; and conſe. 
quently *he- Notion of a God. would 
have faiPd 1n time, and the Worſhip 
of him ceas'd in many places, if it had 
no firmer Principle. 
- Seeing then that both theſe have con- 
tinued through all Times and Ages,and * 
are {till; found in all Perſons and Pla- 
ces, yea, fince the Atheiſt himſelf can 
ſcarce wear off the Impreſſion, or rid 
his. Mind of the awe and ſenle.,of a 
Qeity, *tisza poor ſhift to reſolve the. _ 
Sea” Worſhip of him into the 
ay .nd Prejudices;of Educati- 
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'Shew'd in my laſt, That the Im-- 
. prefſions- of Education could not- 
create, bute-muſt ſuppoſe.a Deity, and 
that theknowledpe and belief we have 
of himzis owing not ſo muchito the'out- 
ward InftruQtions we learn fromathers, 
as the inward Inclinations implanted in 
our own Mind ; which are not taught, 
but born with us. | 
But if. the Atheiſt cannot folye 
great Phznomenon, or aceount for fo. 
generala Credulity this way, he hath a- 
nother Device for that purpoſe ; and 
that is to aſcribe the belief ant worſhip 
- ofa God to Fear, or a ſuperſtitious dread 
j- of ſome inviſible Powers : And this he j ge! 
Zn thinks cannot fail to do. it. For the 


- mind of Man (he tells us) and of ſome | Go 
, - eſpecially, is mightily ſubjeQ& to the Þ 10 
. impreſſions of Fear, which are wont | ma 
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to: ſink deep and continue long with 


them; and cheſe again are apt ro.im-! 
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(51 
print the fame SL. on the Minds of 
Nets: which being diſcover'd and com- 
municated, fill melancholy heads: with 
Ops Fears.and Jealouſies, which at 
i ogth- increaſe into a general awe and 
off of fuch a Being: ſo that Men 
are frighted into this belief by the fre- 
ms. | quent talk of a God, as Children art 
not” | into the fear of Spirits by the Tales 
and of Faries and "Hob goblins ;. and for 
ave | this they quote chat noted ſaying of 
zat- | the Poet, 


: 1 | 
q % 


Primus in Orbe Deos fecis Timor. 


Fear ficſt made Gods: Men being 
ſcard- with ſome Jealouſics ariſing in 
their Minds about it, and terrified 
with the thoughts of what might hap- 


Now here by this Afſertion, the A- 
theiſt grants that the Minds of Men are 
generally ſeiz?'d and , poſſeſs'd with 

the Fears and Apprehenfions of a 
God, which is too well known and felt; 
} to be call'd in queſtion : So, that the 
wont | main enquiry here is, whether Fear 

: _o create thus Being ; or whether ſuch 
-, ' a, Being may not rather create theſe 

| Fears? for ſince all other Paffions pre- 
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(52). 
_ - ſuppoſe their ObjeQ, it is not to be con- 
ceiv'd how fear alone ſhould make it ; 
_ If there be.a God, that preſides over all 
things, and inſpeCts our ways, there is 
reat reaſon to fear him ; bur if there 
be none, *tis not to be.imagin'd, how 
fear ſhould make ſuch a Being, or cre- 
te ſuch an uniyerſal Belief. in Man- 
ind, that there is one. But how 
come ſo tmany to fear, where no fear 
is? what makes Men indow'd with 
Reaſon-thus to be ſcar*d with their own 
ſhadow ? or if ſome ſuch timerous crea» 
tures may be found,. that are apt to 
be frighted with the terrors of their 
own fancy, How come all Mankind 
to be ſeizd with theſe panick fears ? 
what ſhould create ſuch an univerſal 
trembling ?. or river this frightful Idea 
ſo deep into Mens "Minds, that no 
Art or Endeayours can root it out ? 
'Why, of this no account can be gi- 


ven without a Deity ? which might 


well enough imprint this dread upon 
them, from a ſenſe of his infinite Power 
- and Greatneſs. - 

"Indeed, *tis eafie. to. conceive how 


Infinite Power and Juſtice may cauſe a 
imagin*c 4 


_ dread; but *tis not to be | 
2 | Ee,» | "how. 
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0x 3 
how dread ſhould be the cauſe of ſuch 
infinite perfeCtions. | | 
Again, it may. be asked whether 
this Fear were before or after a Deity ? 
if it. be affirm'd to be before, as it 
muſt be, 'if Fear be the Cauſe of him; 
the Cauſe being ever before the Effect; 
it will follow-thar ſomething maybe be- 
fore that- which is Eternal ; for ſince 
the Notion of a God "implies a Being 
that exiſted from all Eternity, 
if Fear preceeded, and made this Be- 
ing, it muſt have been before Eter- - 
nity, and likewiſe give a' Being to - 
that, which never had or conld have 


- any beginning ; both which are mani- 
feſt cont! Fl ' 


tradictions. 
If this Fear be faid to be after a 
Deity, then it could not be the Cauſe 


. of him; foraſmuch as no Effet can be 


before, but muſt ſtill come after the 

Cauſe, - 
Wheace then ſhould this fear proceed, 

by which Men are aw'd into this Be-. 


liefkWhy,it muſt proceedeither from the ./ -_ +13 
ſuggeſtions and report of others, or from” + © +5 


the inward ſuggeſtions of our own Mind. - 

If .it came from the Relation and ſug-- 

eſtions -of others,it may be ask*d, who 

uggeſted it tothem ? And thisenquiry _ 
E 3 will 
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not ceaſe, till 'ir be. trac:d up to. the 
firſt Author; in which” the Atheiſt is 
at the: ſame loſs as he was. before, in 
running up the riſe of this Tradition. - 
. If cheſe Fears proceed from' the in- 


- £ rr” Ang imprint ſome fears of his 


: 4 
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"4 4. 4 


* that fearalone, could never produce this 
Noble EffeQ; it might indeed bege! 
an opinion of, ſome. ſtern, ſour, ak 
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( 55) 


ſevere Being, to be dreaded and ſhun'd 
by all that hear of him; but could 


never form a Notion. of a Gracious, 


Merciful, and tendet-hearted Lord, 
that is to be lov'd and defird by 
all that know him: And' therefore 
the Atheiſt to make his Fhpotheſs the 
more plauſible,muſt join Loveand Hope 
to Fear, to compleat this Glorious and 
Divine Atchievement. | 
Moreover, the Love of ſo benign, 
Ron, and amiable a Being, is ſuf- 
cient to overcome - and expel fear, 


and nothing but the follicitation of 


ſenſual Luſts, could keep Mankind 
from admiring and doteing upon him: 
There is no fear in love, but perfett 
love caſteth out fear ; becauſe fear hath 
torment, he that feareth is not made 
erfet# in love : 1 John 4. 18. 

\. Tndeed the Love and Relation we 
bear to a bountiful Creator may well 
enough admit of a filial fear, confiſtin 
in anunwillingneſs to offend or diſpleaſe 
him ; but no ſervile tormenting fear can 


conſiſt with the love that is due to {fo 


excellent a Being. 
So that Fear is ſo far from making a 


God, that it tends rather (if it were 


 poflible) to unmake him,toturn himin- 
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toa Tyrant, and conſequently to make and 
him the -obje& of our hatred and aver- | the 
ſation ; for. he that hath ſuch dreadful be. 
. Apprehenſions, cannor but wiſh there | all: 
' were. no God, and from thence is bur | to'« 
one. remove from - believing there :1s 


* This flaviſhfear tends to bebaſe Man- £--goc 

kind, and even to unmake him too, by | £&r 
degrading -him to a lower Species, for | © 
"Degeneres : animos Timor. Argait. Such tl 
a fear ſinks him beneath the dignity of | Pe! 
' his Nature, and makes him like the | tur 
- Beaſt that periſheth. Furthermore,” © to! 

If. there were. no Being of ſuch infi- for 
nite. PerfeEions toemploy our Contem- | fitt 
plation,the highef* and nobleſt faculties gr: 
.-of the Sou] would be vain and uſeleſs; Y W1 
the Underſtanding would want an Ob- £ in 
*& ſuitable to the: Capacity of its-Ap- th 
prehenſion;. the Will would have noge | 40! 
congmenſurate to the largeneſs of its 5 


the 


deſires; the Aﬀections would 'be deſti- te 
ture of an obje&t worthy of its Love and 
Complacence ; yea Fear it ſelf would 

want both an Obje& and.a Reaſon for 

choſe frequent terrors, that haunt and | 


_ aſſaultthe. Mind. Now there being no | -* 
- Pawer or, Faculty in the meaneſt Crea- } '* 


eure, bur what there is ſome Reaſon IN . —"- 
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and Uſe for, can it be conceiv'd that ” 5M 
tr | the Nobleſt Faculties of the Soul-ſhould ' "MN 
ul | be planted in it in vain,”-and become 
re | all uſeleſs for want of a ſuitable Object 


ur roegtaploy 1 


is | rt, if = were no God, Man- 

[ied would have nothing but temporal 
» | NF -£00d things to deſire, and nothing but 
y | temporal Evils'to fear; of both which 
or: he rute Beaſts have a ſenſe 
h | than he: Yea his Reaſon, which'is the 
of | Perfetion and Glory of Humane Na- 


ie ture, would fervefor noother end, but 
' | to bea Caterer tothe Senſes;and p vide 
3- | for the gratification of!a. Carna Appe-.. 
1- | tite, which may beas well if not becter*® jo 
es | egratified without than with it : So that* 
IE without a Deity, as all Fear would be 
bh. NB invain, ſo all r £ ſuperior Faculties of 
>> | the Soul, ozs.* Underſtanding and Rea- 
e * ory would be uſeleſs and-i ignificant, 
's | a5 having no ObjeQ fit to.exerciſe $* Ecn- 
- F tertain them. I at, | 


SIR, 


LETT! ITY 0773 


SIR, 


Find.you lenlble.; in your laſt, that 
Fear could not : he {the Cauſe, 
ur-the-Effe and Conſequent of a Be- 
lief of n Deity ; and that no tolera-- 
le Reaſon can be give if the natn- 
;ral fear anddread ofa God, if there 
., were no ſuch-Being : $0; that the A- 
'theiſt being/beaten out -of this Subter- 
Fuge ; -I:proceed in this to: - '. 
Another Device, which he- ſecks to. 
'take ſhelter in, :and-that! js,; to. olorkes 
the Notion of a Deity, to-State-policy, 
CN nee er 
| cunning *Men, to keep the 
2 % Wi ; inawe. .:: p 
W This 1 Jo. yd _ invented and . 
ro mem#t tter 
Ss (ns - it Man hath told ko I- 
magine 'that ſome great Prince or Po- | 
litician, like Nebachadnezzer, {ct up this 
Image of a Deity, and commanded_ «ll oi 
OPS and Nations fo fall _ and | ii? 


ip it: FT find AN 
— f Engine. of th bo th oo Men 
edience © to Govertument, . hath 
ef receiv'd by all Princes and icon 
I | ever fince. A gol My device indeed / 
=e ' and no doubt. the iflue of ſome wiſe 

and politick Head-piece ; and'to-make it 
= | the more plaufible; they inſift at large, 
hat : pon the Reaſon why it ſhould be che- 


"= © ciſh'd and couritenanc'd by all Princes, 
i | rES Becauſe of th af od ood influence j 
_ ath por KS Ot : People ne 
ok +; hey af 4 ''liis Ped 5 Fea 
A-. | nebs to* comply With the 'hi nous, pa 
ne praRtices of Princes,- who giving 

Py xgaple agd .Encoura agement. Lino] 
Hall are Fares followed. and imitated by 
5s Their Subje&s : "by; which means this 
ov 8. ofion, having the Stamp of Authori- 
">| ty upon it, hath paſs'd corrent, 'and 


a | enerally embrac'd and: kept. up'in 
the E He Wor -This is the ſugim'p? 7” 


is we wy res obſerve, 44 
"That this. Device plainly ſuppoſes 
ths Uſefulnel of Religion, towards the 
race and. Welfare of Mankind, and 


oyernment of the'Wortd; 


\Order and 
; which 


he y. have © iy in this Mee” Now: 


Ge it conduces to "the,) 00d . 


"= 


- 


es It by the NED fl on 
lankind £ rely it true; and res, þ | 
wouldthink) ſhould:rather incline Men 
to embrace, than evadeio uſeful-a No-: 
tion. 
' But by whom was this Engine of State 
devigd? where or when did this | ; 
Prince or Politician live, that firſt found: 
out this Arcanum  imperis, this great. 
Secret or My yſtery, of 02's for any; 
what” proof is the alledg*d for any; 
- ach Contrivance 7 Why, none ar all; 
no diſcovery hath been yet made. ph 
the Author OY: Invention; it fill « 
remains a My as: well 
fon of State, ” Ob red. ip | 
ome fanciful and Tubtle Brain ; in a 
bs . oy be mere ConjeQure, taken: 
© feax leaft appearance of: 


-unpraC Ne for how is it poſſible 

"the wiſelt Politician to rivet ſuch'a' 
tion into the Minds. of all Men, tha 
ſhould never get out. ? where. {-f 'the 
 Perfon that ever did ſich a feat? and 
If no ſuch one- be ary: where k - bY 
Til us ſony ot oncl ie 
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"off of Mens: Minds, to proceed not from 


Man, but from the Finger 


s 


Wiſe 'enough to know, that Mew are 
S more ary led, than driven ; and there- 
fore chuſe rather to make uſe of thoſe 


- Principles they find them already poſ- 
{ed of, thanigo about to infuſe new. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that Princes 
reap the "benefits of Peace and - Or- 


_ der from Principles they never ſowed 
- in the hearts of their WbjeAs, but 
found planted there; and *tis moſt cer- 


of Þ. rain the People are much more 


aw'd and kept to their duty, by 

_ natural impreſſions of Religion,” 

by any. artificial Methods of Folic 

* or Contrivance : So that Politicians 

rs their ends, not by makir 
nt finding Religion in the Minds 

of Men ; for tho* Reaſon of State may 

cheriſh, it cag never create the Notion 


4 * Doris e- 4 
+ FL? 136 . 
- of a Deity. 
Pete, <9 
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"yy þeeg ok 
nore: fr yay oo Fears of a Peit Deity, g 
rth : Terrors of another World, than | ct 
ocher Men? This world be TS on 
were only a_ Device. or En | 
[jg : Whereas we {ce gies = 
the we 0 e-centrary, for they haye the  _: 
G and impreffions of theſe | 4 
hogs with other Men, and can no | 1 
more-rid their Minds of them, than N pj 
the meanelt of their Subjets : Hiſtory | re 
tells. us, how ſome of the Roman Eme Þ 
perors: were. wont to þe. frighted with J tic 
- the; noiſe 'of Thunder ;- as thinking it | T 
-£0.:He gd voice of God: We read how -. 
ieals 052d to creep agier a Bed ; m 
the ſound of it, t a ſip gn: {o 
the;anger -and diſplea Is of Fs 38 w 
and we read-of many other ; eat Per- NN 
ſons. and. Fences tohg, who. ye i - by 
alarm'd with the fc Aa eg F} 
ach errors: of ae World : Y 
if Religion were only a Juggle af Se Stat ts 
or a,politick, Device of Ganing: Meg; n 
bow: .come; they to_ be thus terrified ir 
with -their own Coitrivance? Ke C7 


are..not . wont -to_ be affrighted.-w 
Bugbears of their own 8,...0 
to tremble at that which chey Fa The v 
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and troubles of Conſcience, which they 
in- all Ages had about it. | 
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F the Princes and Fotentates' of the Earth 
ſhould agree together to entertain a 
FiQtion'; and tho'.they have fuchdiffſe- 


0 


__ . 


HE 
Ny 


conſpire-to deviſe and promote a 
tion that is void' of. 'all Reafon of 
Truth. ; 

Or if they could, how is it to be 1- 
magin*d, that the Teopes ſhould be all 
fo ready 'to”receive it ! 
wont fo eafily to believe their Gover- 
'nours' upon their bare Word, or em- 
brace a Nation that hath ſo plain a 
defign_ upon their Peace and Welfare: 


YET ee Fg © 
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Yea the mor$-ſubtle 3nd poluick they 
take their Governours to be, the more 
they are apt toſuſpett them ; and'to pry 
into the Reaſons of theiriCounſls'an 


--Laſtly,'if the Notibu'of a God were 
i | onalyapolitick Contrivanee to keep the 
fo] World inaws.ay Device/fran'd in 
8; | HT Ps Eo 0 


to hea mere ſearecrow ; tis plain, the | _ 

ever been, have known of: no ſuch. 
Religion, for if they had, no: 

account could be given of thoſe fears 


- Befide, *tis hard toconceive, how all 


rent Deſigns and Intereſts, ſhould yer 


They are not- . 
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E ſome Meps heads, 10 coten others in- 
3D _ to: obedience-to them, how comes it 
EY to - paſs, that. this was never diſcover'd m 
- *- " - in any Age? Sureit would have been: | br 
” ---  . . found out one tune or. other ; Cheats: 
3 _  . do not always continde undiſcover'd ; va 
= Truth commonly breaks out, and Time | - C 
bk. / "hys-open: the Impoſture : if "then -this wW! 
> , pretended Secret was-never known or: en 
- diſcover*d -by -any, but: remains- ſtill: in; 
as much a Secret as ever, .we may ve- ha 
. ry; well conclude: it to- be it ſelf. a ke 
_ Juggle and Fiftion of--ſome--Mens: | in 
Fl. > or a Device of -the Atheiſt || be 


Y 
# 


to cozen and deceive himſelf. I am, 
* = hes 
Yours, of 
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IN-: Another Device, which is to reſolve the þ 
es Notion and Belief of a God into com» I 
rd mon Compa@t : An account whereof is 1 


briefly rhns. 

© That Mankind, for the better preſer- 
vation of Human Society, by common 
Conſent form''d this Notion' of a God, 
which they generally agreed together to 
embrace; and finding the benefit and good 
influence of it upon the publick welfare, 
have by common CompaCt preſery*d and 
kepr it up eyer ſince : A notable Account 
"indeed ! which ſhews that fome Men will 
believe any thing, rather than what they 

ſhould. 7 
_ However this account farther 'grants 
_. the Uſefulneſs of Religion to the welfare 
of Human Society, which is indeed ſo-ne- 
/ . ceffary' to it, that *tis impoſſible it ſhould 
? long ſubſift or continue withour it ; for Re- 
ligion is the Bond or Cement that holds all 
-- the parts of it together, and gives all the 
force and efficacy to the Laws. by which 
*tis upheld: All the Obligations of Conſct- 
ence, which alone can keep Men to their be 
duty,reſult from the Belief of a God; with- 2 
. out which, no ties of Oaths, Promiſes, or 1 
Engagements, could hold Men either to 
Honeſty or Obedience : So that the uſe- 
fulriefs and neceſfity of this Notion to the 
1 welfare of Mankind, ſhould methinksen- 
=_ F cline 
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cline all Men to entertain Its. to wiſh- it 
true, | and to give all the irength that 
may be to the Arguments brought to con« 
firm it; for he that endeavours to evade 


this Truth, is an Enemy non to him- 


ſelf, but-to. the Happineſs and Tranquili- 
ty of Human. Society, and does what in. 
him, lies to deſtroy the Peace and Welfare 
_ of Mankind. 4 
_ But when and where was this general 
Meeting. of. Mankind, in which they 
form*d this Notion of a Deity, and enter'd 
itito. this ſolemn CompaQt to Believe and 
propagate- it? Who ſummon'd or call'd 
them together from all the remote ports 
of the World ? Or did. they happen lucki- 
ly.to come and meet together by: Chance ? 
Sure, ſome Hiſtory or other: of the World 
would have: Recorded this grand, Aﬀſem- 
bly of Mankind for this purpoſe, which, if 
it ever were, was. one of the moſt memo- 
rable things that hath been: ever aQtcd in 
it. / But ſince no-account hath been ever 
given of ſuch a Meeting, we .may con- 
elude it to be a meer figment,.to be met 
with-no where but inan Arheiſtical brain. 
Bur if the Atheiſt could get over this 
dHMculry, which'-is indeed: inſuperable,. 
chere are many other in this unaccounta- 
\ ble CompaQ, in which-he muſt be unavoi- 


£ 


'dably intangl'd; for how came all the/in- 


habitants | . 


halitants of all places and Countries, ſo 
-ynanimouſly tg jump and agree together 


'o 

|} -inthis Notian? [When there is ſcarce any 
& } :lirtle Town or City, where ſuch an en- 
1 tire Agreement is to be found in matters of 


Opinign, how incredible is it that all the 
.Feople in the World, of the moſt diſtant 
:Places, and: the moſt different Humours, 
Intereſts, and Inclinations,{hoyld all agree 
. together in framing this Notiag,and ſo 
' univerſally conſpire in the Belief of it ? 
-. ;Beſide, how came this Notion fram'd 
by them, to be ſo generally receiv'd by 
@ll:Poſterity ever fince? was this-Cove- 
:nant. and Compatt of theirs ſo. made, as 
to bind all; their Heirs and Succeffors for 
£yer?. Or: how come all Generations ſo 
ley to take themſelves to be bound by 
Mt 2, eſpecially when no Inſftrumeat or Evi- 
fence can be produc'd, wheg and where 
;this Argreement, was ratified ;- certainly, 
: this. is mote then was ever known of any 
,other Compa& or Agreement-either be- 
fore or ſince, 
: Moreovetare there not. ſome Places and 
Perſons ſo rude, as to be without any 
erce. or Correſpondence, with 0- 
.ther- Nations? And how came they to' 
-hear of this CompaQ, or to think them- 
:ſelyes bound by it ? Sure, they muſt be 
:Ihughty 'credulous, who can receive. a 
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tnatter'of ſo great importance npon 


fender Evidence, and take themſelves to to 
be-oblig'd by a Contrat which-they” ne- | br 
ver heard of; eſpecially in a thing- that | lik 


fits ſo uncaſie upon the Minds of many, | pe 
-whoſe intereſt and wiſh it is-that-it were | th 
Hot true : For aretherenot ſome very defi- | Pr 
_ rrous to rid (themſelves of the diſquieting | fra 
Fear and Belief of a God? donot too ma- Þ W 
'ny labour -hard to caft off this Check, | an 
_ which tendsſo much toreſtrain their Luſts, no 
ſq. — e-their pong ?' And if this | po! 
Sled only on ſuch a precarious © ref 
Cork , contriv'd and'tnade 'they know | to! 
' *not where, or by whom, would w_ not | cle: 
- foon find a way to get out of it ? 2: Th 
' Theſe-and many other: abſurdities at at- hat 
«tend this Device, which hethat can Fwal- | Bel 
"Tow, may'be indeed a Man'of little Faith, | ras' 
"but of vaſt Credulity'z'he :muſt-ceafe to ple, 
« blame any | for caſinels of Belief, that can the 
- give his ape - oy ſuch lender grounds; | 
- and if the Atheiſt can build his Confideate 
. upon no better Foundationg: he 'muſtno 
'Tonger ſet up for a Manidf Wit or Reaſon, 
nor pretend to any other decontirariva, 
-bur that-of his own folly. :- 
© How much more ratiociali is'it, to Ty 
clude the Notion of a Deity 'to-bea Prin- 
ciple of Divine infuſion; than an Article 
of Human Contradt i ? and the Belief of ic £6 
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to be rather founded in Nature than 
built upon Artifice and Agreement ? Is it 
likely that the Idea of a Being abſolutely 
perfe&; infinitely wiſe, juſt, and gracious, 
ere | the Omaipotent and glorious Maker and 
efi- | Preſerver of all things, ſhould be merely 
ing | fram'd by Compa@ ? or that the wok 
ma- | World ſhould umverfally agree to profeſs 
ck, | and worſhip ſuch a Being, if there were. 
iſts, ] no ſuch thing ? Is not this at once to ime 
this | poſt upon the Reaſon of Mankind, and to 
jous | refle& upon the Honour of our Maker, 
1ow | to make him a Creature of our own Fan- 
"not | cies,and the EffeQ of HumanContrivance? 
2: | Thereisno Compatt but what may be and 
'at-N hath in time been laid afide; and if this 
wal- | Belief neither hath nor can be' totally &- 
ith,  ras'd, it owes its riſe to a higher Princt- 
e rofl ple, and muſt 'be more deeply rooted in 
canfl the Minds of Men. I am, | 


Yours, 
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Aving ſhew*d the vanity of the A- 
cheiſt's Pleas in accounting for the 
niverſal Tradition and Conſent of Man- 
kind in the Belief of a God, if there were 
. no ſuch Being ; 
- I come now to another Device, made - 
| uſe of to rid their Minds of him ; and that... 
is to deny the Notionand Being of a Spi+ 
rit, as a thing impoſſible or-incredible 1n; 
Nature, and unconceivableby the Under-- 
+; Fanding; And hercin they are the follow- 
- ers of the Sadduces, who denied Awgels ti 
y 


uw a A 
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ard Spirits, and thereby the immorta -O 
5 of 4 Soul,end the Reſasrellion of the > 4 | 

which great Articles of Faith are calPd in h 
queſtion, and the ObjeCtions againſt them a 
2reedily receiv'd and vented by the Mo- || | iy 


ern Atheiſts of our Age, who take the F 
Notion of a Spirit for a vain chimerical -A 
thing, that hath no exiſtence but in the -V 
del Fancies of ſome melancholy and.. | «a 
miſtaken Perſons. EDS | EY” 

\ Now this disbelief of Spirits 1s '01 =. -0 


(91) 
being of a Spiritual and immaterial Nature 
muſt 'be ſet aſide together with them. 
And hence they would perſwade the 
World, that Men in believing a Deity, 
are only haunted with an imaginary Ap- 
rition, and merely fſcar'd with the 
- Dreams and Phantaſms of their own 

A- Brain. 


| | i 


he But why may not ſome Beings be con- 
Ns. ceiv'd to exiſt without Matter, as well as 
re others with it ? is Matter, which is bur the 


drofly: part and dregs of the Univerſe, fo 
de - | neceſſary and: eſſential to Being, that 'tis 


at. #8 not poſflible for any to 'be without it? 

I” where lies:the contradition-of an imma- Y 
an terial Subſtance, that it ſhould be ſo'hard <4 
- ol to be conceiv*d? nay, does not the Puri- b 
= ty and PerfeCtion of ſameBeings require us "A 
els .to abſtract from Matter. in our:concepti- — 
iy ons of them? and to aſcribe the Excellen- N 
a; | cy of their Operations to @Principle' real- J 
in ly diſtin from it? Is not 'Matrer of ir ſelf vo 


mM an unaQtive, dull, and ſluggiſh thing, p 
O- void of all ſenſe and underſtanding ? and 4 
he -does it not require a more refined Sub- 
-ftance to give it Motion and aQiivity 2. 
id, 


-What is the :Body but 'a' dead, -heavy, 
cand lucpiſh Carcaſs, without a Soul 'to_ 
- -aQuuate 'and enliven it?' neither would 
0.:f  - the Angels be the nimble and ſwift-wing- 
1-1 ied Mcidengers of Heaven, if they were + . 7 
p< F 4 clogg'd:"\ 28 


( 

T3 | 
clogg*d with Matter, to check and re- 
rard their Motion. If we Mount up-in 
our Contemplations to the Supreme Being 


and maker of all things, we muſt conceive 


of him as an Eternal, . Independant and 
Spiritual Subſtance, void of all Corporei- 
ty and Matter, and ſubſiſting of himſelf, 
by the abſolute fulneſs of his own Nature ; 
for the Notion of a God: implies a Bein 
that hath all poſſible PerfeQtions, an 
therefore' we are ſo to coriceive of him, as 
to abſtraft and remove from all manner 
of defe& and imperfe&tion : Now materi- 
ality is a great defeQ in the Being to 
which it belongs; for beſide that *ris a 
clog to its aftivity, it confines and limits 
it to one \place, and ſo is oppoſite to the 
Immenfity, ' Omnipreſence and Omniſci- 
ence of a Deity, who as.it made Heaven 
and Earth by his Power, ſo'muſft be ſup- 
pos'd to fill both with his Preſence. 
Again, - Matter makes a thing to be 
Divilible, and conſequently liable. to Diſ- 
ſolution, which is utterly inconſiftent with 
the Eternity,-and other Perfeftions of the 
Divine Nature : So that Reaſon wills us 
to abſtraCt from the imperfections of Mat- 
ter in our apprehenſions of a God, and:to 
conceive of him as a Spiritual and imma- 
terial Subſtance. <8 | 
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But how comes the Atheiſt to take this 
for an irrational. or unintelligible Notion ? 
Why, he tells us that all the knowledge 

;we have of things, comes from our Senſes; 
.and ſince we cannot ſee or feel a Spirit, 
'nor arrive to the knowledge of. it by an 
of our Senſes, we can form no Idea 0 ach 
a thing. | | 

But is nothing to be believ*d, but what 
we have ſome information of from our 
Senſes ? How then ſhall we believe we 
have a Soul, of which none of our Senſes 
can give us any information ? for if it be 
at all, it muſt be a Spiritual and immate- 
rial Subſtance, which cannot incur into 
or. be diſcern'd by any of them : Beſide, 
are there not many noble Effefts and Ope- 
rations that. proceed: from an inviſihle 
Cauſe? Do we not find,that we can reaſon, 
judge, and inferr one mar, from another, 
tho? we ſee not the Principle from whence 
they come ? Have we notan Underſtand- 
ing, Will, and AﬀeQtions, to know, chuſe, 


.and affe&t things, tho? the Spring of them 


occur not to any of our Senſes? Do we 
not find a World made and preſeev?d, tho? 
we ſee not that inviſible hand that firſt 


did the one, and ſtill continues the other ?. 


Indeed, had we no higher Principle of 
knowledge 'in us, than. our;Senſes;- it 
would be hard to form a Notion of Gog, 
Ai. or 
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or any Spiritual and immaterial Subſtance; - | ®* 
becauſe theſe things cannot be the Object | PE 


of Senſation ; but having a ſuperior Prin- . 
ciple, that is a Mind within us, that can a 
raiſe us aboveall groſs and Corporeal Ob- a 
jeas ; *tis-eafje to conceive that a Spiritual bo 
Subſtance may be diſcern'd by the-Mind, i 
' tho? it cannot be the Obje@ of our Senſes ; L 
Are there not many Truths in all Arts and P 
Sciences, that fall not under the Cogni- 
zance of any of our Senſes ? Yea, are not 
the Eſſences of all things inviſible, and 
diſcoverable,only by the Powers and Saga- 
city of the'Mind, which from the out- 
ward EfteQs,can judge of the.inward Na- 
ture of the Cauſes? TheUnderſtanding can 

trate much farther into the inſide of 
things, than our Senſes or Fancy can en- 
able us todo; we find the Mind can and 
i oak correct the Errors of Senſe 
and Imagination, of which many inſtan- 
ces might be given, if it were needful-to 
enlarge. 

But this is ſufficient to make it evident, 
that there is a higher Principle of Know- 
ledge within us,:than that of our outward 
Senſes; and that many things are-know- 
able and intelligible by the one, that are 
not convey*d by. the other: So that *ris 
falſe Reaſoning to infer,thatthe Mind'can- 
-not have a Notion'or Idea of a OR b_ 
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and immaterial Subſtance, becauſe it can- 
not be the ObjeQ of Senſation. 
ain, the Atheiſt tells us, that the No- 
tion of a God ſuppoſes him tobe Infinite 
Ob- and Incomprehenſible, and therefore it 
tual muſt be AOIRNNr unconceiveable by Hu- 


ind, man Underftanding, which cannot graſp 
ſes ; Infinity, or comprehend what is Tacom- 
and prehenſible. 

Ni But may not the Mind apprehend ſome: 
not | thing of a Deity, tho? it cannot compre- 
nd hend the-whole of him ? Is it wiſeargu 

"Om becauſe we have not all knowledge, there- 
ut- fore we have none at all ? If we know as 


Ta. - much of him, as the greatneſs of the Ob. 
_ ject, and the {lenderneſs of our Faculties 
of will admit; that is, if we know him te 
n- be a Being abſolutely and eminently per» 
ad fect, without the leaft degree of defe&t 
or imperfe&ion, is not this Tufficieat to 
N- creat@a Notion and Belief of him ? There 
"0 is ſcarce any inferior Being that we can 
fully comprehend, and becaule we un- 
t, derſtand not all Myſteries in Nature, ſhall 
Je we conclude from. thence, that we are 
] quite ignorant, and can have. no Notion 
5 or Idea of any thing f This wall lead to 
n downright Scepticiſm,and make us believe 
5 we know nothing;Beſide,we may knowas. 
h much of him,as ris fit for us now. to know ; 
we are not at; preſent able to Tn. 8 
| : U 
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| CRE. - 
full knowledge and ſplendor of the Deity, 
a great "yer whereof is reſerv*d for the 
Happineſs of a future State, when we ball 
fee God, as he is; and tho* we here know bat 
71 part, ſball then know even as we are known ;, 
and therefore*tis monſtrouſly unreaſona- 
ble to quarrel with the Notion and Idea of 
a God,. or think it altogether unconceivas- 
ble, becauſe we cannot comprehend his 
infinite PerfeQions, in this preſent imper- 
fect ſtate, wherein we know bur little of 


any thing elſe. ” . 

But how does the Atheiſt account for all 
theſe noble EffeQs and Operations of the 
Mind, without the Notion: of a Spirit ? 
Why, by reſolving all into Matter and 
Motion : For he tells us, that ſome of the 
finer and more ſubtle parts of Matter, call'd | 
Atoms, being in continual motion, lucki- | 
ly fall :1nto thoſe configurations, by which 

+ all this is performi'd without the help or 
direction of a Deity: And that ſome hap- 
pen to be wiſer and more knowing than 
others, proceeds from ſome of thoſe more 
refined parts of Matter falling accidental- 

; ty into more bappy forms and' contextures 
4n'them, than they do in others, and ſo in- 
Read of believing . in God, they believe 
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only in Matter and Motion. A great 
piece of Subrily ine!" ro foblmate 
Matcer into Spirit, and ro aſcribe the tha 


4+ 902 
ITE Hy 


- 


>» "op 
OO ITT, SS 


4 434 A 
oe ELL 4 bl het 

« < ta 7 2 ” 
ME. : 034 * 834+ 555 
mA CAFE 2 wk: 

*"Bz-2 \ 9h Wes. W35-; 


- T_T. "Oe" 4 " 1 Ty ET CTR 5 - , bs 
6 RE OR Rn GT AS "ET CN tans” ans es ke ot! ys. 2 
, 
4 
”- ths 
* 
| : ; 


bleft Ats and Operations in the World, 


SY, 


Y, to the moſt unattive and luggiſh of all 

he things in ir. But whence ſhould Matter 

all have this Motion, which neither is nor 

ut hart” in it any ſelf-moving Principle ? 

£ Why, of this no account can .be given 

a- without ſome Spiritual Being, that muſt 

f give itall itsaQivity. Can dull Mattgr:of 

bs + it If infer one thing from another;. and 

'S perform thoſe reflex As, which we find 

*- 1n'rarional Beings ? Can it range the U- 

f | 'niverſe in Thought and Contemplation? 
Ordiye into profound Speculations? No, 

1 theſe things 'require another and 'higher 

e *Principle,than ſtupid and ſenſeleſs Marter, 

4 and owe their riſe to ſome more refir'd, 

| ſpiritual, and intelligent Being, © © - | 

: + Ta ſhort, The Notion of a Spirit is ſo fie- % 

| cefſaty to the ſolving of theſe and 'a thou- 

, {and 'other difficulties, that none but ſuch 

as-are wholly immers'd in Matter can 

X doubt or disbelieveit. ' I am, | © © 
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occaſion from the unequal had 
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ſee Good Men affited, and || 4 
W in great . INE : which in 1 
. | e Ne, the: 


ate, .or 

| Bok, that hath crip'l S clut 
Weread of It,4q. 14- Ch: 

wag 


Zh aj it; bony f. 
us, is Feet were one, end. his 

Steps had well nigh Y4 Rn be ' ſov the the 

Wicked in great ui al Mig ; that they were the 

de thy trouble like other folk, not plapaed like } © d 

: -but were luſty and 9.4 their | *F 

-E Of fan dig ar with Fatneſs having as much | 

wiſh ; whilſt better men than 

.; oa meager and thin, being 

' pinch'd with want, and «haſteved every go | 

_avorning : This made him begin todouhs,...: 
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whethe. there were any wiſe and Supreme 
Being that order'd theſe things : I beheld, 
(ith he) rhe Ungody flouriſhing like & 
green Bey free, and the Righteous Man 
at the ſame time drooping and hanging 
the head like a whither'd leaf; wers 7 3 
\. }Þ have cleanfd my heart in vain, and waſhed. " 
is - | mine hands in innocency; Meaning, that he - 
al | had taken pains to be Religious to no pur- . 
1» | poſe, when others that negleted it, far'd 
a | | muchbetter than he. 


A By 

d | Again, we find theſe things objeted 

h in the _ of Plutarch, Seneca, and O« 

d ther Heathen Moraliſts,, who by the bare 

d help of Natural Light, went a great way 
to the ſolving. of this Riddle of Diving 

r Providence : Tho? many of the Poets con- 

p cluded the World to be govern'd by blind 

h Chance arid Fortune, from the promiſcu- - 

L ous event and diſtribution of theſe things* 

$ And there are but too many ſtill, who 

5 obſerving the” Miſeries of Good Men, and' 

, the Proſperities of bad, are kd to arraiga 

. the Juſtice of Providence, and fromthence 

? to deny the very.Being of a God, -. ©. 

» #$ _ But is this any tolerable Plea for Aches 

> 2&F im? No, inno wiſe ; for ſome of the wi- 

\ FT fer and ſoberer, Heathens have diſcover'd 

fuch weighty Reaſons for this kind of deal- 

ing- with the Sons of Men, as are abun- 

antly ſufficient to vindicate the Juſtice of 
TORN "Divine 
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Ple of his Goodneſs and Patience, to give 
them time for Amendment, to leave them 
without excuſe, and to make their Puhifh- 


ment the more terrible and remarkable at. 


laſt. Beſide, 


Their Proſperity. is- not ſo great as we' 


vainly imagine, for 'ris oft-times embitter'd 
with the ſting of an evil Conſcience, and 


attended with fearful ExpeQations of 


Wrath,and theTerrors of an approaching 


Judgment. | 
| Neither arethe Sufferings of the Righte- 
ous founded on leſs weighty Cauſes ; for 


© theſe are no other than the Diſcipline and 
. CorreQtions of a Heavenly Father, | for 


their future good; They are” defign'd 
merely for the exerciſes of- patience, and 
the tryals. of their Faith and Conffancy, 
which\if. manfully born, will tend tothe 
encreaſe of their Reward, and add a prea- 
ter weight and luſtre to their Crown of 
Glory. 7 ole Fre 
_. Theſe with many other Conſideratigns 
of great Moment, ſufficient to folve this 
difficulty, you may find inſiſted 'on 'at 
large by Plutarch, Epiftetus, Simplicias, 
Senecs,and others,to whom I'refer you ; all 
which being the plain diſcoveries of Na- 
tural Reaſon, render this ObjeCtion {far 


0%) 0 
Divine Providence ; God's forbearing the' 
Wicked, may be to. propound the Exam- 
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(vr) 
from any juſt Plea for Atheiſm, that *cis- 
a plain proof of the contrary, and may 
make all Men. ſay; verily there is a Gad, 
that judgeth the Earth. 

Bur how then come Men to be ſo miſ: 
led by this means; or where lies the 
miſtake in this matrer ? Why, this pro- 
ceeds partly from a fond and immoderate 
eſtimation of worldly Proſperity; and 
partly, likewiſe, 

From ſome wrong Notions, that are en- 
tertain'd about the Afiidtions and Miſeries 
of this preſent Life. For when Men ſo 


. bvervalue the good my of this World; 


as to think it impoſlible tor any to be hap- 
py without them ; and ſo miſtake the E- 
vils and Adverſities of it, as to judge all 
Mea miſerable and unhappy that fall un- 
der them ; *tis no wonder, if they accuſe 
the diſpenſations of Providence, and quar- 
te] with the manager and difpoler of them : 
He that takes Wealth and Honour to be 
the fole Rewards of Virtue, and conſe- 
quently to be the proper Lot and Portion 
of Righrecm Men, may he eaſily induc'd 
to complain of the hard fate of good Men, 
that want them ; and he that hath ſuch 
terrible apprehenſions of Adverſity, as 
to look upon ir as the puniſhment and wa- 
25 of Uarighteouſneſs, may envy and ap- 


{o 


Eb. OL ESE 7 ho 


ſo often eſcape them, Now both theſe are 
- groſs miſtakes,;-and have unhappily led 
ame Men-into Atheiſm... | 
To ReQtifie which, you muſt know, 
that AfMiction is ſomtimes a greater Bleſ- 
fing than Proſperity ; the one ſerving 
to make. Men better, the ' other. worſe. 
'There be few that, in Pixdar's Phraſe, can 
xa mea purer oABoy, rightly manage 
great Proſperity : Yea, too many are un- 
done by it to Eternity, and make thar, 
"which was defign'd for their good, bes 
come the Inſtrument of their ruin. But 
Where lies the danger of Proſperity ? 
2 ; . 
Firſt, It tempts many unto Pride, and 
tmakes them too apt to forget both God 
and themſelves; Feſaurun waxed Fat and 
kicked, his Abundance made him bold and 
inſolent, and lifted up both his Heart and 
his Heel too againſt his Maker : Davidob- 
ſlerv?d of the wicked that proſper'd in his 
days, that Pride compaſſed them about as a 
chain, and: violence cover'd them as a gar- 
;ment : And this made them ſpeak of wicked 
Blaſphemies, -and ſet their talk againſt the 
moſt high, Plal. 73. S, 9. Yea, he himſelf 
felt ſomething ot this Tumour, for he ſaid 
in his Proſperity, that he ſhould never be 
- moved : he began to caſt off all dependance 
- upon God, and to rely only on his own 
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re | ftrength: "And therefore we find Agar 
d {j} praying againſt Riches, leſt being : fall, 
he ſhoald deny God, and ſay, who is the Lord? 


v, Prov. 30. 8, 9. | 

fo Again, Proſperity tempts many unto 
g Waantonneſs and Luxury ; - Men's corrupt 
= Natures too often turning the Encourages 
n ments to Virtue,into the incentives to Vicey 
re and making their Plenty the fewel of 
J= their Luſt and Vanity. By which means, 
"1 their Riches ſerve only to inflame their 
e= |, reckoning, and their. abuſed Gifts and 


Talents do but ſink them the deeper into 
? Eternal Miſery : The ſenſe of this reQtifi= 
; ed the Pſalmiſt's miſtake in this matter, 
d and kept him from grieving or grudgin 

d at the ſhort»liv*d Proſperity of theWicked ; 
id for when he went into the Sanftaary, he 
d |} Joon Underſtood the end of thoſe Men ; how 
d they were ſate in ſlippery places, from whence 
J- they were ſuddenly caſt down, and came to 4 


is fearful end ; from whence he learn't ra- 
3 ther to pity, than envy that Proſperity, 
Fo which had ſo. fatal an iſſue, and ſery'd 


d merely to fatten them forthe {laughter. 
be As. you may Read at large in the 53 
If Plalm. ;'h 

d But is Adverſity the cure of theſe Evils ; 
be and do AﬀiQtions beſt tend to prevent the 
e } danger of them? Yes; for theſe help: ro 
keep Men humble, ſenſible of their weak- 
| G 2 
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er, and make them look up to him, from 
whom both Trouble and Deliverance 
come : Indeed Afflictions naturally lead 
Men to conſider ; he that feels the ſmart 
of the Rod, will naturally look 'to him 
that ſtrikes, and conſider too the Reaſon 
of his inflicting it; and fince AfliQtions 
{ſpring not out of the Duſt, they dire& 
our Contemplations higher, and ſhew us 
the Divine Hand that ſends them, b 
which means we are brought to hear the 
woice of the Rod, and of him that _— 
ed it : In their Afflictions (faith God) they 
will ſeek me early; the Mariners in « Storm 
call each upon their God, whoſe Being and 
Providence in a Calm they had utterly 
forgorten : Before I was afflifted (faith the 
Plalmiſt) I went «ſtray, but now TI have 
leern't thy Statates; and therefore thank- 
fully acknowledg'd, that God of very faith- 
fine had cauſed bim to be troubled : Ad- 
verſity and trouble have reduc'd many, 
that were miſs-led and corrupted by Pro- 
ſperity : Riches (faith the Philoſopher) 
are not to be reputed good things, there- 
fore the worſt as well as the beſt have 
them ; neither are Afflitions to be reck- 
on'd evil things, therefore the beſt as well 
as the worſt undergo them. 
Theſe 


' nef6and dependance upon a ſuperior Pow- 
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(8s ) 
Theſe things are not only agreeable to, 
but diſcoverable likewiſe by the Light of 
Reaſon, to which if we add the greater 
Light of Revelation in this matter, you 


will ſee greater cauſe to dread, 'than fde- 


fire Proſperity, and that we ſhould be fo 
far from being afraid, or aſham'd, that we 
ought rather to g/ory in Tribalations. In 


a Word, 


If we rightly conſider the many and 
great dangers of Proſperity, and compare 
them with the many and vaſt advantages 
of Affliction, we may ſoon ſee this. ſtum- 
bling-block of the Atheiſt to-vaniſh, and 


that the Proſperity of bad, and AMidti- 


ons of good Men, are fo far from an Ar- 
gument againſt the Being and Providence 
of God, that they are a very ſtrong Evi- 
dence and Confirmation of Both. Iam, 


s « 
«* #4 


SIR, 


Yours, 
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Aving in my laſt remov*d that an: 
K- & cient ſtumbling-block of Atheiſm, 
taken from the Adverſities of Good, and 
the Proſperity of bad Men. I proceed 
_now' toa+tlater 159! 
;- Device: of the: Atheiſt, which' is, . his 
taking advantage from the many Se&sand 
Differences! in Religion, to lay-afide all; 
and 'fromMens: Diſagreement about the 
way and manner of worſhipping God, to 
ſergie: in a-rotal negle& and contempt of 
- hin: This is too obvious in experience, 
to need any proof; for may we not day- 
ly ſee the ſenſe of Religion to wear off 
from the'Minds of Men, by the ftir that 
_ 15 made about it?. Are not the impreſſions 
df Virtue and Goodneſs mightily defac'd 
our Diviſions? So that it cannot be 
doubted, but the different Sets and O- 


—_} of our Age are..a*great Cauſe of 
"that Atheiſm and Irreligion: that ſo muck: 
| abound. in it: *Tis too well known, that. 
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ſome Perſons who have been well enough 
affeed to Religion, and had no ſmall zeal 
TE for,and ſatisfaction in it, have yetby falling 
into the ways of Separation contrated 
[ that giddineſs and inſ{tability,as to lofe all; 
. and by running from one-Sect to. another, 
have run themſelves out of, breath, and 
made their laſt refort into Atheiſm; and 
an; others perceiving their claſhing aad 1n- 
ſm, | conſtancy, have gone the ſame way, and 
nd thrown up all. v | 
ed But what influence have Differences and 
Diviſions in Religion upon the producing 
his | of Atheiſm? Why great, ſyndry, ways: 
nd | 4s, Firſt, Diviſions tend to expoſe Reli- 
I; g10n, and .render it vile and deſpicable ; 
he tor when Men' behold it to ſct one another, 
" by the Ears, and to engage. them 1a ends, 


of | lefsquarrels and diſputes, they. come. to 
< deſpiſe and think meaaly of it.; and ſo arg 
Ye eaſily induc'd to abandon-that which 
Wo, breeds ſo much diſcord and animoſity : 
1t They are apt to think, that Religion (if 
1s there. were any ſuch thing); would be a 


more;peaceable,quict, and harmlefs thing 
” and have other Efkccts upon the Minds of 
> | -Men;butfinding it to create little elſe-than 
fewdsand differences among the Profeſſors 
of it; they come to entertain low and con- 
-z temptable Foughts of it ; and being made 
ply a Bong of Ps think ut 08 
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for nfthing but to be thrown away. A- | 


ain, 

” 2aly. Diviſions beget thoſe doubts and 
uncertainties about Religion, that unſet- 
tle Mens minds, and bring them into ſuch 
a Maze, that they know not where to fix ; 
And in this tumult and confuſion of 
thoughts, many are tempted to throw up 
all, rather than wander about in fuch un- 
certainties, and loſe themſelves in a crowd 
of endleſs and diſputable Opinions. 
Moreover, | 

 3dh. "Among the numerous Sets and 
Parties that are in Religion, - there can be 
but one in the Right; tor tho? error be In- 
finite, yer Truth is but one; and where 


=o find this among a numberleſs Sett of Pre- . 
_= renders, is they think a matter of ſo much 
Jabour and difficulty, that they chuſe ra- 


ther to let all alone, than to be- at the 

pains and trouble of fuch an Enquiry. 

Beſide, uy ; 
4rhly. Some perſons having diſcover'd 


the folly and\falſhood of ſome darling O- 
- Pinions they formerly admir'd, are there- 


by induc'd tofuſpet all the reſt : And o- 
thers having found out the'Cheat and Im- 
poſture of many more, are apt to conclude 


the reft” ro he no'bertcy: All which haye 
an caſie and natural rendeney towards A- | 
nt - -* them, 
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theiſm, and are made uſe of by many to 
that end. 

Yea all that are indifferent in matters 
of Religion, and, with Gallo, care for 
none of theſe things (of which the World 
affords but too many) all ſuch I ſay will 
be glad to have ſo plauſible a pretence and 
excuſe for their Irreligion ;and they whoſe 
intereſt and deſign it is to have no Religi- 
on, will be ſure to lay hold of this and all 0- 
ther advantages againſt it, In a word, Di- 
viſions naturally deſtroy that Love and 


Charity which is the Bond of perfedineſs, 


and the life of all true Religion, and like- 
wie neceſſarily beget that Hatred, Strife, 
and Animoſity, that is the ground-work 
of Atheiſm, Confuſion, and every Evil 
work. | 

.. Now here it may not be amnls to ſtay 
a While, and conſider the great Evil and 
Danger of our unhappy Diſſentions ; what 
unſpeakable miſchiet rhey doin the World, 
and particularly what an apparent handle 
they give to-Atheiſm, being too great an 
occaſion for it, and putting roo fair a co- 
lour upon it. For by raiſing theſe diſputes, 
they do but raife a miſt before rhe Eyes 
of the People, whereby many are wrong- 
tided and led into Atheiſm, and barden'd 
in their disbelief and contempr of all Relt- 


gion; and there fore *twas a wiſe and whol- 
Fl {ome 
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mark thoſe that cauſe Diviſions and avoid 
them. 

 _ Neither will it be amiſs, if the Authors 
-and Abetters of theſe Diviſions will ſet 
down and conſider, what account they 


will be able to give, for thoſe many and. 


great Evils, that apparently proceed from 
them: For if we are forbidden to lay any 
ſtumbling-Block or occation of falling in 
our Brother's way,how will theſe Men an- 
ſwer for all that Irreligion that hath been 
evidently occaſioned by this means ?: Or 
what. Plea - will they make- for all that 
Schiſm and Atheiſm, into which ſo many 
_ are hereby betray'd? This is a Conſide- 
ration of greater Moment than ſome are 
aware of ; for tho? oftences may and will 
come, yet woe be to them by whom the offence 
cometh. ; ' . 

But are-theſe Differences and Diviſions 
in Religion a ſufficient pretenceandexcule 
for Atheiſm ?: No, far from it ; for tho? 


. fuch are accountable to God, that give the 


. occaſion ; yet that will not juſtifie or ex- 
cuſe thoſe that take it ; this being an Evil 
which they are ſufficiently forewarn'd of, 
and therefore ſhould be: forearm'd againit 
it - So that all the Atheiſm occaſion'd from 
hence, proceeds rather from an Obſtinacy 
and Perverſeneſs in the Will, than: from 
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{ome piece of Advice of the Apoſtle, to 
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(91). 
any defect of Light or Knowledge in the 
Underſtanding. 

And here we find the Atheiſts, who 
would be thought Men of the deepeſt 
reach and inſight into theſe things, guilty 
of very foul and falſe Reaſoning in this 
matter : For, | 

Firſt, What tho* ſome Opinions in Re- 
ligion have been found to be falſe, will it 
follow thence, that there is none true ? 
There are ſome that have entertain'd 
wrong Notions in all Arts and. Sciences, 
yea have. maintain'd falſe Problems even 
in the Mathematicks themſelves; and 
will any conclude from thence, that they 
are all lies and falfities? This Principle 
would deſtroy all knowledge, and' lead 
Men to deny and disbelieve every thing: 
There have been-no doubt Hereticks and 
Schiſmaricks in all Ages, who. have e- 
ſpous'd many Errors-and miſtaken Opini- 
onsabout the Worſhip of God; and will 
aoy infer from thence, that all Religion 
is 4mpoſture ? Cefttainly this is very bad 
arguing, and willlead Men to the heighth 
of Scepticiſm and Infidelity. Again, 
/  Whattho'Mendiffcr about ſome things, 
will it follaw thence that they agree 1n 
nothing? And if (as one hath well ob- 
ſerv*d) their diſagreement be an Argu- 
ment. of the falſhood of ſome things; why 
. | Qs 13 


” 
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is not their Agreement as good an Argu- 
ment for ruch of _ ? IR 
rences in Religion are commonly about 
'the Circumſtances of it, as about the 
Modes of Worſhip and Diſcipline ; where- 


as Men generally agree in the Matters of 


Faith and Eſſentials of Religion ; and in- 
deed there is nothing wherein all Man- 
kind do more univerſally agree, than in 
the Belief and Worſhip of a God : And 
is it not unreaſonable,becauſe they may dif- 
fer in ſome things, to ſuſpef the Truth of 
that wherein they are all agreed? He 
that finds himſelf inclin*d'to make this bad 
uſe of Mens diſputes, and to improve theſe 
ty differences into Atheiſm, may -do 
well to ſit down and conſider how far Reli- 
ton is concernd in them, which if he can 
b waded to do, he will ſoon ſee that 
theſe things do not affe&t the Truth' and 
Foundation of it, in which they are all a- 
greed,but only the beauty and ornament of 
the SuperſtuQture, they refer rather to 
matters of Speculation than PraCtice : And 
if any have various Sentiments about the 
Or ts and Out-works of a Building, 
ſure that can be no Reaſoneither to diftruſt 

or ſubvert the Foundation. I am, 

S I R, 

fours, 

A. B. 
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: ELÞTTER XV. 
A SIR, | 


Shew'd in my laſt, the perverſe uſe 
which the Atheiſt makes of the Di- 
1putes and Differences that are found in 
, the World about matters of Religion : I 
1 proceed in this to Another Device much 
f like it ; which is, his taking occaſion from 
the Hypocrifte and bad lives of ſome pre. 
| tenders to it,to conclude all Religion to be 
| falſe, and from thence to fall into Athe- 
| iſm and Infidelity. 

This is a frequent and fatal practice, 
of which our Age does afford many ſad 
and doleful inſtances : there are ſome who 
will be at no pains to examine the truth 
or falſhood of any Religion, but take it up+ 
on truſt, as the Cuſtom of the Country 
where they live, or as *ctis deriv'd down to 
them by their Parents or Anceſtors: Now 
theſe lic opea to all the aſſaults of Atheiſm, 
and bcing altogether 'unguarded againſt 
them, are but too ready to ſurrender upon 
any ſummons, and to yield to every temp- 
tation to it : Their Faith, for lack of being 
Catechiz'd and well-principld in the be- 
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wholly in the power of a corrupt and in- 
conſtant W1ll, which will moveas intereſt 
and inclination lead it, ſo that as ſoon as 
they become wicked enough, to "need A- 
. thetſm for a Refuge, they will be ready 
to flie to it : And therefore we are bid to 
try and examine the Truth of Doctrines, 
and be ready to give a Reaſon of the Faith 
and Hope that is in us, when ever we are 
ask*d or call'd toit,that being well-ground- 
ed in the Truth of Religion, we may ad- 
here to it againſt all oppoſition, and ſtand 
the ſhock of the fierceſt Temptations. A- 
gain, 
There are others, who think ſometimes 
" upon Religion, and make ſome enquiry 
into it, but yet judge of the truth or 
falſhood of it, not by the ſoundneſs of its 
Precepts, but by the Lives and PraCtices 
of thoſe that make the greateſt profeſſion 
of it : Theſe likewiſe ro fave the trouble 
of a- deep and impartial {earch into the 
grounds and principles upon which Reli- 
gion ftands, enquire what others think of 
it, who by their pretences ſeem beſt toun- 
derſtand it ; and becauſe Mens AGtions 
are the beſt diſcovery of their thoughts 
- and opinions of things; they judge of what 
they think in theſe matters, by what the 
ſee them do; ſo that when they ſee ſuch : 
7 Mens 
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pinning, hath no firm bottom, but lies 
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tuffer themſelvs to be mils-led and berra'y'd 
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: MensPraQtices give the Lye to their Pro. 


feflion, and find them aCt as as if they 
did not believe whar they fay, this makes 
them think that there is no Reaſon to be. 
lieve it, and that Religion is nothing elſe 
but a cunning Device, made uſe of by 
ſome Men to carry on their worldly Inter- 
eſt and Deſigns. "This no doubt hath 
drawn many into Atheiſm, and harden'd 
others in it. The many vile tricks that 
have been play'd under the Mask of Reli- 
gion, the 'gilding of Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion with a ſpecious pretence of Zeal for . 
God's Glory, and hiding Faction and Se- 
dition under the colours. of Reformation, 
have made many ſuſpect the whole for a 
Contrivance, and to caſt it oft as a Syſtem 
of Lies and Impoſtures. 

But is it a true and ſafe Rule, to judge 


of the truth of Religion by the lives of 


thoſe that profeſs 'it? No, a very unſafe 
and crooked one : For, 
Though the Hypocrite that plays this 


game, ſhall dearly rue hereafter for all 


the Evil done by this means ; tho? his por- 
tion of miſery and damnation will be hea- 
vier and hotter than others, for laying 
ſuch a ſtumbling; block in their way, by 
which ſo many fall to their Eternal Ruin ; 
yet this will not excuſe the folly of ſuch as 


by 
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by it,nor juſtifie ſuch Arheiſtical Concluſ: | 
ons drawn from it : Example you know is 
2 falſe and fallacious Rule to walk by ; for 
fince the generality of Men leave the wa 
in which they ſhould walk, to follow 
them, or infer our Duty from them, is for 
the moſt to go aſtray. 

But they draw this Concluſion (they ſay) 
not from the looſe and debauch'd part of 
the World, that have no ſenſe of Relipi- 
on, but from the ſtricter ſort, that make 
the i pretenſions to. it, and ſtem tg. 
have the deepeſt impreſſions of it ; and if 
theſe make it evident by their lives, that 
they believe little or nothing of it, what 
can we think of it, but as a mere Deluſi- 
on? But,donot Men aQ ſometimes againſt 
their own perſuaſion? And are not- too 
' many carried away by the ſway of their 
Luſts and corrupt Deſigns,againſt the con- 
victions of their own Mind ? That Men 
ſometimes knowingly and wilfully com- 
mir great fins, and cover vile enormities | 
under a cloak of greater ſanftity, is a* 
matter indeed to be lamented, but cannot 
reaſonably be urg'd as an Argument - a+ 

ainſt Religion : Will any think that a 


heat, becauſe ſome that doill things are | - 


found to be ſo? And if theſe a&t ſo bada }J 
part, ſhall any be encourag'd by it to a& 
a worſe? Sure this is very bad arguing,and 

- " TCH 


= -.: "v9 
beh as carinot well be own'd by any, that 
mag be thought Men of Senſe and Rea- 
n. 
*Tis not unuſual for Mens words to be 
better than their AQtions; and in ſuck 
caſes the wiſeſt courſe is to do as they ſay, 


_ and not as they do. This dire@tion we find 


iven with Relation to the Phariſces, who 

te in Moſes's Chair,and ſpake many good 
things from it,tho* their doings ran counter 
to their Do&rines ; what therefore they ſay, 
we are bid to do,but not to do after their works, 
for they. ſay and do not. Certainly, *tis « 
much better courſe to learn from others 
bad lives to amend our own, than to take 
occaſion from thence to grow worſe, and 
to caſt off all fear of God from before our 
Eyes. 
Beſide, have not ſome Men bad deſigns 
tocarryon ? And do they ſtick at any ways 
or means to promote them ? or nat the 
beſt things be abus'd to evil purpoles ? And 
is nothing true or good, becauſe it may 


= be made to ſerve bad ends ? 


Now tho” theſe falſe tricks of Hypo- 
crites, may be a good Reaſon why we 
ſhould nor believe every Spirit, or be car- 


| - ried away by vainpretences ; yet they can 


be no Argument againſt the Truth of Re- 


 ligion, no more than it would be to affirm, 
that there are no true Diamonds, becauſe 
- "7 4! H there 
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there are fo many counterfeits. How then | F 


comes it to pals, that ſo many are caught 
in this ſnare, and miſ-led by ſuch an appa- 
rent fallacy? Why, this muſt proceed 
partly _. 

"From ſome Mens averſneſs to Religion, 
heighten'd by a ſtrong defire to follow the 
fwinge of their corrupt inclinations, and 
to be freed from any check or reſtraint it 
might lay upon them. , And, 

-\ Partly likewiſe, from their too great 
PRInery to Atheiſm, which makes them 

ay hold on any thing, tho? never ſo mean, 
that may give any countenance or . encous 

ragemeat to it. 
_ - In ſhort then, The Atheifts great apt- 
neſs to draw ſuch bad Conclufions from 
Lives may be a good Caution againſt all 
Immorality and Vice, by which the name 
of God is Blafphem*d; but can by no means 
be made a Plea for Atheiſm, or give any 
juſt Cauſe.to diſcard Religion as an Im- 
poſture. I am, 
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LETTER XL 
S I R; 2144-584 
JF aving in the foregoirig Letters 
ſhew?*d the weakneſs of the A- 
tneitts Arguments againſt a Deity: I pro- 
ceed in this toanother Artifice he makes 
uſe of to undermine the Belief and Wor- 
ſhip of him; and that is to Scoffat and De- 
ride Religion, and if he cannot Argue it, 
to endeayour to Laugh it out of the World, 
This is done bythoſe, who would bethought 
to be the knowing Men and Wits' of the 
Age; who firſt try the "—__ of their 
Reaſon, and when that fails, fly to Art to 
ſapport their Atheiſm,and ſet their Wits at 
work to Rally and Ridicule Religion. © 
.\' Phis'is a degree of wickedneſs, which 
Men are'not wont to arrive to preſently, fot 
the Phalmiſt intimates, that they muſt 
walk '« while in the Counſel of the Ungodhy, 
and ſtanil in the way of Sinners, before they can 
ſet down and ſettle in the Chair of the Scorner. 
Pal, r. 1. When they are ſeated there, 
and accuſtomed themſelves to this vile 
praQtice, they ſoon loſe the ſenſe of a Dei- 


_ #y;and fo perſwade themſelves and others 
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{ 100 ) 
that there is no God becauſe they have the 
impudence to ſcorn and deſpiſe bh 
But do theſe Men think by Laughter to Þ 
alter the Nature of Good and Evil ? Or Þ 
\ thata God of Infinite Power, Wiſdom F , 
and Juſtice, will be thus play*d or droll'd di 
out of his Being ? Can they hope to pre- "m 
vail by leveling their Blaſphemics againft Ne 
the-moſt High ; ſerring their Moath againſt | 
w 
W! 


the Heavens, andcauſing their Tongue to walk” 

through the Earth ? No, certainly ; this is 
| both a fruitleſs and frivolous attempt, for 

he that fitteth in the Fleavens nil lg #45 

them to ſcorn, the Lord (ball have them in Ri 


3 rI/108- 

% har end then can theſe Men pro ſc - 

E in ſuch a vile piece of Wickedaeſs! Wh ; be 
this is done, M 


Firft, to gain to themſelves the Repu- | Re 
tation of being Wits ; which endea- f the 
vour to do, opeupoing the moſt ſerious {| hex 
things : The-life and picquancy of Wit, | 
(as one a1 ahdeavear gry nes - 5 

rizingneſs of its conceits and ex ; 
dconbquatly toRidiculethings Sacred, vas 
which ought in Reaſon to be Priviledg*d | tux; 
from it, is moſt apt to aſtoniſh and ſurprize | ma; 
the hearers; and if any (as light.and vain | 
Perſons are wont to be) are thereby moved | gy+ 
to Laughter, they are tickled with the | je a 
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-conceit, and thereby pleaſe and inure 
themſelves to this impious praQtice. 

+ This way the dulleft perſons (if they 
will be Prophane enough) may be eafil 
dubb'd Wits, by venturing to ſay tho 
rude things of God and Religion, which 
no wiſe Man would preſume'to'utter, and 
this proves a ſtrong temptation to many 
Who have 'no other way to be thought 


- "2d, This isthoughtby ſome a'gented 


and brave thing, to go out ofthe common 


Road, and'to caſt off thoſe feats 'which o- 
thers are aw'd and terrifi*d withal ;: they 
reckon it a fort of Gallantry of Spirit, to 
be above the frights that poſſeſs Vulgar 
Minds, and to'ſhake off thofe-Fetters'of 
Religion, with which the generality ſuffer 
themſelves tamely to be'bound; and the 
better'to brealt theſe Chains, they labour 
to break their Jeſts upon'them. Moreover, 
- 3dly. This 1s done to pive the better 
countenance to/ their ſinfu] praftices and 
immoralities; for if they can expoſe Vir- 
rus, 'and make Religion ridiculous, they 


| a—_—_ their Vices with the greater grace, 
” 


follow the ſway of rheir Lufts with- 
out ſhame or controul. Beſide, they think 


- it a good Plea for their Wickedneſs, that 


they do not therein contradift any Princi- 


ple they profeſs, they --1 ſuitably to what 


3Z they 
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they pretend, and therefore to put the, hes 4 # 


ter Face upon their-V.ices, ; they, laugh at 


thoſe for Fools, who do. not believe = c 
att as. they. do: Thus. by accuſtoming | 


themſelves . ta. ridicule the moſt 
things, they bring on a Contexpp 
and Religions. and droll. them 
Aibim is here any Wiſdom or 
in ſo. doing Ng, quite atherwiſez.no- 
bra can be more ſottiſh.or. :dangerous; D 
6 eo Mugbs i5-no,;hetter than Mad- 
ng of Wy will ſhort- 


ſerious 
of God 
ves. into 
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B enture the, the favour;of God, the 
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rang hg Air that gives 16 breath, 20 <. 
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Conſcience are gone with it, an 


Sk. 


on, it muſt be a manifeſt breach of Civili- 
ty and good: Manners to ſcoff at and deride 
them : The Lawsof Converſation require 
to treat all Men with due reſpeQ ; there is 
none can hear with patience his Father or 
his Friend expos'd to Scorn and Derifjon ; 
and what an-unparallePd affront muſt it be 
to Mankind, to make God and Religion 
(the deareſt things to them in the world) 
the ſubje& of Contempt and Raillery. ? 


ain,2dh, The mighty influence which 


the belief of a God hath upon the publick 
welfare, : may convince any conlidering 
Man of the great Evil of deriding it ;. he 


that deſpiſes Religion, cuts the Sinews of 


Government, and diſſolves the firmeſt 
Band of Human Society ; for when Men 
have laugt*d away the Fear,_of God,and 
the Senſe of Religion, all Oplgations of 
| nothing 
remains to keep them to their,duty, bur 
the fear of Men, which is a.Jooſe Princj- 
ple that will vary or ceaſe, as opportunity, 
1atereſt, or. humour lead it, Moreover, . 
26. Tojeltarandcxpoſe Religions the 
gc abuſe of Wit that can be made of 


1t; for it turns. one of the chiefeſt Orna- 
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- ments of Virtue, into an; Encouragement 
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becoming any perſon of Senſe or Breeding ; 
nce Marticnd generally profeſs a hich 
eſteem and veneration for God and Religj- . 
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of Yice, and makes that which was given 

'to recreate the Mind, and ſweeten Con- | 
verſation; to become the Bane and Peſt of +} 

'both:Wit (asa great Man hath obſerv*d) is F 


a keen Weapon, as apt for- bad as'good 


urpoſes, and therefore a wiſe Man ſhould 
bows the keeping of it, to prevent the miſ- 


chief and danger of its ill management. 


Theres a good ufe of Wit in many Ca- 
fes; as to adorn Virtue, and recommend 
it tothe beſt Advantage; to expoſe Vice, 
and'render it as it deſerves, Ridiculous; to 


ſeaſon Converſation, and to eaſe and re- 
lieve the Mind under the burden of its 


Cares; and whilſt it keeps within thefe 
Bounds,tisa uſefyl and commendable Qua- 
lity ; but when it tranſgreſſes theſe Rules, 
and. breaks in upon God and Religion, 'it 
loſeth its name, and degenerates into Inſo- 
Jence and Impiety. 

Yea, ſuch as would be thought Wits, by 
ding ypon ſacred and ſerious things, do 
bur. betray the greateſt folly ; *rwas the 
fool that ſaid in hls Heart, there was no 


. God; and Solomon tells us, that none but 
Fools make 4 mock of Sin, or think of mock- 


ing God, who neither can nor will be mocked. 


Ina word, all prophane Wit is#be heighth 


of folly,and tho* it have never ſo much Salt, 


Cannot be ſavoury, but nauſeous and offen- 
ih, | 


"five to all wife Men, 
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Laſtly, The unſpeakable hazard the A- 
theiſt runs in deriding Religion, is enough 
to ſhew the danger and folly of this impi= 
ous praQice : For if the Atheift ſhall find 
at laſt that there is a God, as undoubtedly 
he will, what will he ſay for thoſe rude 
ſcoffs and affronts he hath put upon him ? 
What account can he give for all this im- 


.pudent Buffoonry? What horrour and 


confuſion of Face muſt needs ſeize them, 
when the Maker and Judge of the World 
ſhall avenge this inſolence upon them, and 
vindicate his Honour in their Eternal De- 
ſtruction? This is a matter well worth 
their ſerious and timely conſideration, that 


they. may repent and return no more to. 


this Folly : Otherwiſe, if they will conti- 
nye to laugh on,and ſcoft at Religion, God 
Almighty will ſhortly take his turn too, 
and will /awgh at their Calamity, and mock 
when their Fear cometh. tf 


In ſhort then, thisdrolling upon Sacred | 


Things is ſo far from giving any;uſt encou- 

ragement to Atheiſm, that *tisan high Ag- 
ravation of the Impiety ; and all fuch 

Micth will end at laſt in the deepeſt Sad- 

nels.” I am, 
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F Proceed now to the af, tho? none of 

We be leaſt Artifices to ſupport and coun- 

-renance Atheiſm: For 'when the Atheiſt 

is beaten out of all the farmer ſubterfuges, 

he hath recourſe to another Device, ſug- 

| ones tohim _—_—_ ſenſual Lufts and Ap- 
And: that is, - 

To charge Reljgion with a fooliſh Bar- 
gain ; and that ſuch as embrace. it, a 
upon "Nender and inſufficient Moxives, To 
prove which; :they tell us, - 

That to-part with. preſent Certainties, 
for uncertain Futurities,.can be no AQof 
Wiſdom; for in doubtfulCafes the greateſt 
Evidence ſhould ſway : :Now we are ſure 
(ay they) of what is; preſent, but -can 
neverbe {© of what is furue ; and there. 
fore he charges-it with folly, to. deny 

. themſelves x \prnng: Pleaſures, Profits, 

"and Honours of this World, for a few 

Fain Hopes of better things. in another, 

which perhaps may never come to paſs, 

and. of which none could eyer yer give 
4#hem any certain Evidence, es 
This | 
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, This, tho” own'd indeed by. few, is yet ,, © 
the Senſe and Language of moſt mens 
Lives and Actions ; which ſhew them ta 
be. fond to exceſse of theſe Earthly enjoy- 
ments, but to have little or no regard to 
the weightier Concerns of Heaven and E- 
ternity, and, with Martha, to #e cumber'd 

' about many. things, with by negle&t of 
"the one thing neceſſary. The Epicures 
Song is, let as eat and drink, for tomorrow 

7 we ae; the preſent time js- ours, and all 

that we can callſo; far the time to.come, 
we know not whoſe it. may: be, and there- 

fore *tis wiſdomto enjoy what we-are ſure 

-. . off, and not:to defer or ſuſpend+our hap» 

« pineſs y aq any ſuch futiire uncertainties. 

' But be zot deceiv'd (faith the Apoſtle) 
Evil Communications corrupt | good Man- 
wer; yea ſuch yain communication cop 

 Fupt mens Minds, debauch their Reaſon 
and 'makes them at like Fools, when 
they would be thought to talk moſt wiſe- 
ly. YFor, | irs; 15] ng; 

| Firſt, The-preſent Enjoyments.of this 
World, (how confidently Joever we may E 

gall them our'own) are infinitely vain and 4 
wnkertain, and —_ ” oa a, ” WP. -0 

anoſt of them, frequently leave.and lurgh © © 

eur expeRations.: © Riches take Fo theruſelwes 8 
wings and fly awngy, when wethink to hipld ' 
them faſteſt; ThePleaſures andDelightFof 7 
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- the World are all fleeting and momentany, ' 
yea they are imbirter'd with a Sting, and Þ#F * 
mingled with Sorrow : Honour is a puffof FF 
-wind that is quickly gone, and he that ad- Yy © 


mires theſe things, ſets his heart upon tl 
: that which is not : So that the Atheiſt is mif- ny 


taken in his Suppoſition, for theſe preſent 


things are got ſo certain as he takes them. V 
Neither are they ſo much the Happineſs, A 
as the Trouble and Miſery of human lie ; Ol 
the wicked Man knows many times that ” 
he plays the Fool in gratifying his 'Luſts, - | *! 
and owns that he ought to do otherwiſe ; a 


he feels a regret and trouble upon - his 
2+ mind, and doesnot ſo much enjoy, as dif> 
Y quiet himſelf in indulging of them. Hows 
ever, | 
The Atheiſt here tells us, that the 
ſures of this life affe& his Senſes, he 
himſelf in ſome meaſure pleas'd and 
delighted with them ; and why ſhould he 
abridge himſelf of ſuch ſenſible DES 
for Future Things, of which he hath ne 
taſt, and can have no aſſurance ? 
* As for the pleaſures of Senſe, they are 
,&, in the moſt innocent uſe of them vaſtly ex» 
«= mccded by the pleaſures of Virtue and Re» 
Bgion ; fortheſe have a ſweeter Reliſh:on 
the Mind,” and leave far more laſting im 
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peetſions of joy and ſatisfaftion, than;any 
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50), and run into thoſe Rivers «ſure, 
; at are at Goas right hand for OSes 1 | 
is infinite Reaſon why we ſhould abridge 
our ſelves in theſe ſenſual Enjoyments, for 
the fruition of a far more glorious and du» - 
rable Felicity. 
But ftill the uncertainty and want of E- 
vidence for theſe things ſticks with the 
Atheiſt, and makes the parting with the 
one for the other a fooliſh Bargain; for we 
never ſaw (faith he) nor experienc'd theſe 
things our ſelves, nor ever ſpake with 
any one that did. i 
But what kind of Evidence is it; that he 
would have of theſe things? I hope he 
does not expe&t more than the nature of 
the thing will bear, for that would be un- 
reaſonable, and ſhew him to be both un». 
willing and uncapable of ConviQtion. 
Now God being a ſpiritual and conſequent- 
ly an inviſible Subſtance, cannot be prov*d 
by the Evidence of Senſe, for zo man hath 
ſeen God at any time. ” 
Neither can a future ſtate, which-com- 
ences not tal after this life, be at preſent ' 4 
viſible, or fall under the tryal or experi-- , tw... 
ence of any of our Senſes : ſo that thiskind | 
of proof cannot in Reaſon be .requir'd inz” 
this Caſe, neither can the Atheiſt exa& 
_ . without wounding his own Cauſe ; for nei” 
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_—_ 
ther cart Epicirus's 'Atoms, nor Arifo?le's 
Ete rnity of the World be prov'd this way:' 
"What Affurance then have we of theſe 
Truths? Why,we have the proper,that'is z 
Moral Affurance,grounded upon the evident 
and neceflary deduCtions of Reaſon, which 
is ſufficient to beget a confident Perſwaſion 
of the truth of them, and to remove all 
- doubts and-diftruſt to the contrary. 

In ſhort, we have as great an Aſſurance 
of theſe Things, as *tis poſſible for us ro 
have, ſuppoſing that they are true, which 
is enough to fatisfie any reaſonable man in 
the belief of them: Let us ſuppoſe then that 

, there1sa God, that is a Being of all poſ- 
ſible Perfe&ions; how may we come tg 
know or be affured of it? Why, not by ' 

"the Evidence of Senſe ; for being a Spirit, 

he cannot fall under the Cognizance of any 
of our Senſes ; the only proof we can have 
of him, muſt be either from ſome fſeeret 
impreſſions of him upon our Mind, or from: 
ſome viſible Efteas and Operations, that 
can only be aſcrib*d to ſuch a Being ; and: 
both theſe we have 11 this Caſe. Again, 
Suppoſing there be a future ſtate tor the' 
Rewarding of Good, and Puniſhing of 
Bad Men, what proof can we have of it ? 


T- 


Why,none from the evideace of Senſe; for 


- | thipgs future and at a diſtance are incapa-' 


ble of that kind of proof ; all the Aſſurance 


we can have of it, is from the Attributes 
and 
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Mi | 

and PerfeQions of the firſt Cauſe and 
Maker of all things, whoſe Truth and 
Faithfulneſs hath declar'd it, and whoſe 

Mercy and Juſtice neceſſarily require it ; 

for ou the Obſervation and Violation of 

his Laws, are not uſually rewarded or 

Puniſhed 1n this life, there muſt be ano- 

ther ſtate where the honour of thoſe Dj- 

vine PerfeQtions will be more openly and 
throughly vindicated. | 

The truth is, *tis not want of Light, but 
mens ſhutting their Eyes againſt it, that 
miſs-lead's them in this matter; 'tis a falſe 

heart that ſuggeſts theſe doubts, and a 

corruptWill that pretends lack of ſufficient 

; -j aſſurance; For Mendayly aGt upon far leſs * 

-' | Evidence in all other matters, and ven- 
ture their Lives and Fortunes upon things 
that have no higher than this Moral Cer- 

_ tainty; what wiſe Man ever doubts, 
whether there be ſuch a place as the Inates, 
Spein,or Turkey, tho' perhaps he never ſaw 
either ? Do not many transfer their Eſtates 
by way of Traffick into Foreign Coun- 
tries,, of which they have no othes know- 
ledge, than from the Teſtimony and Re- 

| lation of others? And he that ſhould re- 

fuſe to believe or a& upon this kind of Cer- 
tainty, would be reckon'd no better than 

. a Fool or a Mad-man :. And if this ſort of 

&flurance be ſufficient to juſtifie our diſcre- 
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"Cr 
we CEE it in the m_ of our Soul ; 
pecially ſince *tis not poſſible in our pre- 
ſent ſtate to have any higher ? 
But tho? this Evidence (faith the Atheift) 
be ſufficient in Temporal Matters ; yet a 


greater Certainty is requiſite in Divine - 


hings, and the weightier Afﬀairs of Eter- 
nity. Now tho? this be not wanting to all 
that are willing to receive it, yet what 
Reaſon'can be given, why that Aflurance 
which guides Mea in the purſuit of a Leſſer 
Good, ſhould not influence them much 
more to obtain a Greater ; And that Evi- 
dence which is ſufficient to prompt them 
toavoid Temporal Evils, ſhould not more 
Rrongly encline ther to eſcape thoſe that 
are Eternal. 

In a Word, The vaſt odds that is on 
the ſide of Religion, ſhews it tobe far from 


a fooliſh Bargain; for if there be no'God 
---*0r a World ro come, the Good Man can 


be no loſer, for he only parts with his 
Lufts, which are the ſhame and ſcandal of 
isdire&ed todo what is moſt for his health, 
intereſt, ' reputation, and n_ way 
moſt conducing to the Peace and Com 
fort of the preſent life * But if there be 


8 God and a future ſtate, as 'ris more'than 
- ten thouſond to one there are, hewiltbe 


ton in the affairsofour Body ; why ſhould 
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vaſtly a Gainer, for beſide the'preſent quis' 
ex ſatisfaQtion he enjoys here, he he 
cur'd of everlaſting Peace-and Tranquilis 
ty: hereafter; and tor: the-poor periſ ing 
trifles of Time,' which he now'parts with, 
ſhall be rewarded with the incffable” Joys 
and Glorjes of Eternity 3. and ſure no-wiſe 
Man will charge this with Folly : For-if: 
he who hath exchang'd Pebbles for Pearls, 
is'by all. thought to have made a wiſe bar- 
gain,' he. that. parts with the light Momins 
tany things of this Life,: for an Ererad 
Crown of Glory. im a better, will in the.ead 
be found tohave madea much wiler/L amy 
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uſe of: ro-ſupport and icountenance 

aifm';/ and:Iikewiſe; according” to your tt 
firedaid open:the Eviland Danger of thern, 
37 Burbevauſe the-Requeſt of your Letter 
extended not only 'to'the*Cauſe, bur the 
{Cure-of Atheiſm ; ir: wilt be-requiſite; for 


that 
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_ know: the Cauſe of a Diſtemper, 


that end; And here __ hath been {aid 
touching the Riſe of this Evil, may help 
us to-find out the Remedies of it ; for as to 
55 a fair 
ep towards:the Cure, fo to diſcover the 

ices-of Atheiſm, -is the readieſt way to 


the Contagion of it. 
- 'Bue:becauſe the Riſe of this Evil is more 
from-the Will and: Afﬀections, than-from 
the Mind: or Underſtanding, we are to ap- 
plycalr felves: rather to reQifie- the for- 
ger, than to-inform. the latter; for Men 
ane: 80t/ Atheiſts: fo. much. for : want of 
Knowledge, as for lack of a due Uſe and 
Application of it.* And therefore the 
Hirſt and Grand Preſervative 'A- 
rheifin, muſt be to mortifie and ſubdue 
ufts, for theſe give 
the ſtrongeſt by jaheorhi Evil; and draw 
tod © fav into 1t : We obſerv*d before, that 
A vicious life makes it Mens intereſb that 
re-be no God,- and that makes; it thgr 
\ at 2, angd- 0 after their beligfithar: there 


proven the Danger, and to. be preſery'd 
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walk on for Company to our own ruin, we 
are togetout of this broad way,and bEtake 
our ſelves into the ftraighter paths of Mor- 
tification and Selt-denyal, which lying 
croſs to Mens wicked and corrupt afteQt- 
ons, is the true Reaſon that few there be 


_ thar find it, *T'was wiſely obſerv'd by a 


great Man, that the main Reaſon why a- 
ny' Man becomes an Atheiſt, is becauſe he 
iss wicked Man, . and reſolves to. be ſo: 
Retigion: would cutb then in their Luſts, 
and therefore they caſt it off, and put all 
the Scorn they canupon it : So that to cure 
this Malady, we muſt, in the Prophets 


Phraſe, ceaſe 70 do evil, and learn to do well : 


This will take off that wrong byaſs that 
turns ſo many out of the way, and likewiſe: 
ſer them right ini the way that /zads #o #- 
verlefting life. $9 | 
Secondly, —_ this growing Evil, 
ler'us often meditate upon the admirable 


Frame and Fabrick of the World, and fet 


apart ſome time for the Contemplation of: 
the wonderful Works both of Creation 
and Providence; theſe will afford fuch 
plain Evidence and Demonſtration of a 
Deity, that *tis ſcarce poſhble for the moſt 
profhgate Perſon; that will conſider, to 0- 
verlook them.: I have already ſhew'd you 
the vain Artempts of the Arhcitt, in going 
about to -ſolve the Phenomens' of rhe 
Workd without a Supreme Being, meter 
43s I 2 y 
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by NP that it —_ no beginning, ' or 
> py it had " beginning from (7 os. 


Fortune, both which are attended with 


ſach Abſurdities, as are too groſs for an 
but an Atheiſts Faith to wallow : foe 
which way ſoever we tura our ſelves, we 
meet with the plain Prints and Footſteps 
of a Deity. 

If we look upward, the Heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth 
kd Works, z thoſe glorious Luminaries 
* Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
which by their conſtant Influences cheriſh 
and enlighten the World, mind us of that 
wg Father of Lights, that plac'd them 

the exquiſite Order, Beauty, and 
ſtcady Revelagon of thoſe Heavenly Bo- 
which come forth like « Bridegroome 


: > worn their ntenl 


ing, Be hue cheſt ſt, and ſtill continues them 
in motion. 
If melagk down upon the Earth, and 
behold the a ©: rior z rame, Order, and 
Camrracs all things 4n it, we may 
peo that of the Apoſtle verified, that 
h not left himſelf nithout witneſs ; &- 
=; 'Creaturs bearing their Teſtimony, 
diredting our Contemplation to him, 
If we take a view of our ſelves, and be- 


, are ſo many daily and 


hold the curious s Necdle-work and Com. 
cexture 
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Rock of a Supream Be- 
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, (017). 
texture of our Bodies, we may ſee there 
the Finger of a God ; and with the Pal. 
miſt break out in admiration of the infi- - 
nite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of our 
Creator ; to which, if we add the conſide- 
ration of the wonderful Frame and Facul- 
ties of. the Soul, we may ſee the Image 
and Superſcription of our Maker fo viſi- 
bly ftampt on it, that any conſidering 
Man may know whoſe it is, and whence 
It came. 

If we go lower,to the Creatures ſubjeQ- 
ed to Man's Dominion, we {ſhall find the 
Birds of the Air ſinging forth the Praiſes of 
their Maker, the Fiſh of rhe Sea declare- 
ing the Wonders of the Deep; and all the 
Beaſts of the Field, ſo many Heralds and 
Inſtruments of his Honour. Yea, if we de- 
ſcend to the loweſt rank of Creatures, and 
behold the Herbs, the Graſs, and the Flow- 
ers of the Field, we ſhall find Divinity 
almoſt viſibly Imprinted there ; the Beau- 
ties of the Roſe and the Lilly, which with- 
out any _—_ or ſpinning are array'd in 
that natura gayety and bravery, that ex- 
ceeds all the coſtly Artire of Solomon, are 
plain Inſtances of the Wiſdom and Care 
of a Heavenly Father, who thus cloaths the 
graſs of the field, and provides ſo wonder- 


why or all his Creatures. 
| he 


ſe are noble Subjetts for our Medi« 


_ > ation; in which we are admirably aſliſted 3 


by a late Learned Diſcourſe (of Dr. Pel- 
linz) concerning the Exiſtence of G 

wherein the-ingenious Author hath.ſo ex- 
cellently diſplay'd the abſtruſe Myſteries 
of Nature, and the Wonders both of Crea- 
tion and Providence, as is ſufficient for e- 
ver to ſilence and baffle all the Attempts 
of Atheiſm : And therefore I ſhall add no 
more on this pleaſant Subje&, but refer 
you 01-1 

' Thirdly, Topreyent this Evil of Atheiſm, 
let us hearken to the yoice of Conſcience 
ſpeaking withia us, and beware of fti- 
> em the notices or good motions of it : 
If we turn our Eyes inward,. and conſult 
our own breaſts, we ſhall find ſomething 
there that ſecretly tells us when we do 
well, and when we a@ amiſs ; when we 
do that- which is meet, right, and our 
bounden Duty, we find a calm and ſereni- 
ty upon our Mind, that chears it with-un- 
expreſlible delight and ſatisfaftion : When 
we do what we ought not, we find ſome- 
thing within that doth reprehend and fly 
upon us, 'yea, and gaul us too with re- 
morſe and anguiſh ; inſomuch that there 
is none, how wicked ſoever, but finds 


gainſt bad Attions, even when his corrupt 
Paſſions, Deſigns, and Inclinations draw 


him molt ſtrongly ro them. 
' Now this proceeds from the ſecret calls 
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ſomerimes a ReluQance in his Spirit a- | 
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and whiſpers of Conſtience, Which is 4 
kind of Depuiy ſet'up in every Mait's 


 breaft, to preſerve the Memory and Fear 


of a Deity : And therefore, we are to take 
heed how we deſpiſe the Calls and Admo- 
nitions hereof, for this will lead to a ſear'd 
Conſcience, and that to Atheiſm, | 
Fourthly, To avoid this Evil, we thuſt 
(as much as poffible) avoid all Atheiſtical 
Diſcourſe and' Company, for theſe ate roo 
apt to infuſe bad principles into mens 
minds, and to inftil even the poiſon of 
Atheiſm: Cuſtom you know and Compa- 
ny havea mighty influence upon Mankind, 
and always leave either good or bad im. 
prefſions behind them : - if we converſe 
with wiſe men, Solomon tells us, we ſhall 
learn Wiſdom; we ſhall be benefitted 
by their Diſcourſe and Example,and as one 
Coal kindles another, ſo we may receive 
heat and warmth from their Piety and De- 
votion : but if we delight in the Conver- 
ſation of looſe and vain Perſons, we ſhall 
learn their praQices, and inſenſibly loſe 
the very Principles of Religion ;. corrupt 
ear yrs _— lly tends ta cor- 
rupt manners ; frequent - ſearit 
and curſing take off from! the Reverenice 
that' is due to the Divine Majeſty, and 
the lewd Talk and Example of bad com- 


pany gradually wear offall impreſſions of 


{| Virtue : Vice is infeQtious, andcommiuni- 


I 4 cates 


(220). 


cates; its yenom and maligaity'to ſuch as 


come -near it, and therefare we are to 
keep at a diſtance from it, and to have 
no fellpnſbip with the anfruitful works of dark- 
no[s,' but rather reprove them. - 4 

+ Fifthly, To: be-arm'd againſt Atheiſm, 
we muſt labour to be well | qprga in the 
Principles of Religion, and not to take up 
our Faith-upon Truſt without Examinarti- 
on. A Tree (you know) that is. not well 


_ rooted, is liable to be ſhak'd with every 


Þ 
3 &: 


wind; and ſych as are pot. well-grounded 
in their Religion, are caſily toſs'd to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
Do&trine; He that for want of inftruftion 
15 unable to give a Reaſon of the. Faith 
that is in him, will be as unable-upon any 
aſſault wal tn any Reaſon why he ſhould 
keep itzand ſuch as take up their faith only 
upon truſt, will be as ready to lay it down 


*8gain, when a ſtrong temptation calls for it. 
Wy. / _ obſerve it, *tis the uncatechiz?d 
lt 


2nd ill-inftryQed part of Mankind,that fall 
into irreligion, and are carried captive by 
infidelity; ſuch as theſe, for want of bein 

well ſeaſon'd in time with pious and four 

Principles, have nothing to hold them; {> 
that as they grow up, if their Temper be 
Sanguine and Jolly, they fall into Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery ; 1f more ſour and 
melancholy they fall into Phanaticiſm and 
Diviſions; and both, tho' going differcit 
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ways, meet at laſt in the Center of 
Atheiſm : Again, | 

Mens ſhitting of Principles, for want of 
ſteadineſs in Religion, and -varying from 
ſound and receiv'd DoQrines, is undoubt- 
edly a great occaſion of Atheiſm ; for when 
Mean openly relinquiſh what: they have 
publickly hs it makes many call 
in Queſtion the Truth of Religion it ſelf, 
and to think that all other parts of it have 
no. better grounds than that which they 
have rejected as groundleſs ; and tho' it be 
unjuſt in any to take this offence, yet *tis 
no leſs unſafe for any to give it. Wherefore, 

Sixthly, To prevent this Evil, we muſt 
beware of being ſeduc'd or drawn into 
Sects or Parties, for this hath begotten 
that giddine(s and inſtability, that hath 
ſbak'd the Faith of many, and unawares 
led them into Atheiſm. . 
:. Reljgion hath its Name from bindiog; 
and its chief Deſign is to keep Men firm to 
their Duty to God ':and Man ; now the 
relaxing -of this Bond, lets Men- looſe in 
both, and that brings on Diviſions in 
point of Worſhip, and  Corruptions in 
point of Manners ; both which naturally 
lead to Irreligion and Atheiſm; and there- 
fore the Wiſdom and Piety, of a Nation 
is beſt ſeen in preſcribing good Laws to 


TJ __ all looſeneſs and extravagance in 
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: and as *tis the Duty of Superiors to 
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_ brance of himſelf for our own good 


niſhing the Tranſgreſſors of it ; fo is it the 
unqueſtionable Duty of Subjefts to keep 
cloſe to the Rules of it, without corrupt. 


ing its DoQrine by Hereſfie, or breaking 


its Unity by Schiſms and Diviſions. 
Seventhly, To put a ſtop to Atheiſm, 
we muſt take care to frequent the folema 
Worſhip of God, and diligently obſerve 
the ſtated Seaſons of publick and private 
Devotion ; the neglect of this hath been 
an unhappy occaſion of the growth of this 
impiety ; for the many preſſing Afﬀairs of 
this World are apt to croud in upon our 
minds, to engroſs too much of our time 
and thoughts, and thereby to beget an 
utter forgetfulneſs of God, and the greater 
Concerns of another life; to prevent which, 
God Almighty, to keep up the _ 
» nat! 
ointed ſome ſolemn Seaſons, in whi 
he tack requir*d us to reſt from all = 


. worldly Cares and Labours, that we may 


the better attend his Worſhip and Service. 
Now the obſerving of theſe Seaſons will. 
help to take off our Minds from an inor- 
dinate purſuit of this World, and fix them 
on a better, *ewill recolle& our ſcatter'd ' 
Thoughts, and preſerve a due Senſe of Pi» 
ety and Religion; the publick Inſtrufti- - 
ons of thoſe Seaſons ſerve toawaken _ 4 
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| (128). | 
Countenance a: well-eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
by encouraging the Obſervers, and pu- 
he T 


( 123 ) 
ſtir us up ta our Duty, and our Zeal is in- 
creaſed by the concurrence and example 
of each others Nevotion ; by which means 
the Senſe and Fear of God'is ſtill kept a- 
live in our Minds, | | 
| Whereas by a careleſs negle& of Pulick 
Worſhip, God is in a manner excluded 
out of all our Thoughts, we become 
wholly immers'd in the Cares and Plea- 
ſures of this Life,and ſo naturally fink intq 
Atheiſm and Impiety, So that to conti- 
nue ſound and ſerious 1n Religion, we 
muſt carefully yang” the Publick Wor 
ſhip, and be mindful likewiſe of the Sea- 
ſons of priyate and ſecret Devotion, for 
theſe will withdraw our Minds from ſen- 
ſible Objets, which are too apt to envet- 
gle us, and lead to the Contemplation 
of Divine and | ogy one things, by which 
alone the Senſe of God and Religion cag 
be preſerv'd. | 

Eighthly, To this we muſt add the Ex- 
erciſes of a Holy Life, without which the 
ſenſe of Religion will inſenſibly wear off 
and decay: A Profeſſion of Piety without 
Practice, is like a Tree without Fruit , 
- which commonly dies away, or elle is cut 
down and caſt into the Fire ; to make a 
. fair ſhew of Religion, without a ſuitable 

Converſation, is a to deny God with 
the greater Solemnity, and however ſuch 
may ſeem, to flatter him with their w_ 
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lo make them glorifie God in the dey of * © 


& = Saw8&r,; Examples are wont to have a 

3+ Set Hite p are apt to go rather gs 
=. than que exndam :; And therefore great 
7 Heed.is to be taken to our ways, that we 
22:6 at by bad Examples draw any from _ 
--- whe Fruth,or miſ-lead them into the paths S 
aEEtrour and Wickednefs: And as this | | 
midihe obſcrv'd by all Men, ſo more. | © 
bY by ſuch as have any higher Sta- 
EE Church or State, for theſe are like 
ES aCy07 « Hil, which lies open tothe view - 

all, their aftions are more viſible and 
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* Exemplary, and leave cither a good or bad | K 
"ZInfivence behind them , ' which ſhould | 
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- take them the more wary and circuns. 
ER - > = rh 
 Jpe&t, that they give no offence, or be un- 
> 29:a0y an occalion of falling : By this 
6 Weans we ſhall baniſh Atheiſm, and keep =» 
2 DÞnce adorn our Profefliog here, and ſe- . -*# 


v4 df he , 04: -b 
ev; "4384 s Z = * 
{EIS 
X : ; 
RENE 224 0-72 O08 = 
DP TE On, EP ONES 
"> o F 


5 % £5 s” 
| eg be5's 


Por 4 
> $1, 6B 
Fs. To LES 
rg RES 


| "CRF: 
F cure the Reward annext-to it hereafter, 

2 :;'£4fh, To cure this Evil, let us often 
ponder upon the extream Folly and Dan- 
ger of Atheiſm ; the frequent and ſerious 
Conſideration whereof may help to for- 
tifie our Minds againſt it, and incline us to 
hate and abhor-ſo vile an Enormity. 

Now the Atheiſt's Folly is ſeen in the- 
badnefs. of his arguing, and his Danger in 
the badneſs of his a ing. 
| Of the former many inftances have been 4 
| givenalready:; to which I ſhall only add _ ...* 
| one more, to wit, That the Arheift, in go ys: 
ing about to prove there is no Goda 
tempts to prove a pure ner 


of a Los nor w; bulb as NO! 
yet pretended the Bein of At do] 
there, unleſs our Minds 
Knowledge of all Heron oo my 
hend all things that are or may 
Reaſoning muſt be abſurd _ Ts 
quent; for more things have an Exiſt 
10 Nacure, than in our Underſtanding,agd}>=* 
many things are and may be winch g we-.--.- 
know not of. .. Again, SV EEIE Ss 
The Notion of a God im ROS» 6 
thar hath all poſſible PerfeQions, to IS ., 
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 _- ſuch aBeingis(as one la 
E- to aſſert a poſſibility impoſſible, which 
b- is a flat contradiftion. Moreover, | 
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it impoffible'that he ſhould be ; for Eter- 
nity being an Eſſential arid inſeparable 
PerfeQtion of a Deity, he tuft have been 
for > wi or elſe he cannot beat all;fo thar 
if hebe not now, he cannot begin to be; 
it being abſurd to affirm of a Being thar 
hath no beginning, that it may begin to 
be, which is another of the Atheiſt's Con- 
_ tradiQions, and ſhews him guilty of bad 
Reaſoning with a witneſs. 

Neither is the Folly of his arguitig more 
apparent, than the _ of his aQ- 
ing : for he throws himſelt upon the great- 

_ eftofall Hazards, upon the greateſt of all 
© Uacertainties, which is a matter never 
enough to be conſider'd and lamented. 

* All that'the Atheiſt builds upon, is; that 
is ſomewhat: a doubtful Cafe, whether 
there'be x God or no, and that Men may: 


of him: But who but a Mad-man would 
run ſucha hazard, and ſtake down his-im- 
mortal Soul'on ſuch a Peradventure ?In all. 
doubrful Cafes, athing may as well be as 
not be,and therefore matters ate tobe well 
 * - weightd on both ſides, eſpecially if they' 
- are of Conlequence and unalkerable';-un' 
5 -Which Cafes' our Duty and Wiſdom! is 
"6d." incline to that ſide; tliat "en 
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Todeny that God is, isineffe& to affirm. 
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do well enough without the Belief or Fear” 
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beſt gain, = _ ps leaf 2 
Now for the Being of a God there are 
| many weighty and prefling nts, 

 andas much Evidenceas can be if he were ; 
againſt it, there is no proof pretended, nor 
is it indeed capable of any; And which 
way now ought a prudent Maa to deter- 
mine his aſſent ? 

If there be great Conveniences and no 

er on the one ſide, and ifthere be no 
Conveniences but vaſt Hazards on the 0» 
ther, *tis eafie toſee on what (ide all wiſe 
Men ought toincline : If there beno ſuch 
Being as a God, *cis much for the Conve- 
; nience of Mankind to believe and aQt as if 
: there were, for hexeby the publick ARE 
| and Order of the World, togerher.w 
| very Man's private Benefit and Cax = 
; | are beſt preſerv'd ; and there.can be .NOin- 
conveniences inſuch a Belicf, but the caſt- 
, ingof a. few ſenſual Luſts, which {eryegny 
| lytomake thepreſent life lelom and 
 uneaſie;anda r this-life, ſuppoling t there | 
;* Þ benoocherthe good Man will fareas well 
as-anyi:. Pur if there: be a, God ang,2 furur 


gion. wilt infiaitely; RAG: r the 
that believe and ſerve him will be exenngle | 

ly happy ; and they that disheligyg.ap# - 
negleghim LS eerogenally WHY Ec 
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